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THE YORK GUIDE. 


/ 


ORIGIN, Kc. OF THE CITY. 


Ezoracu M, or York, the metropolis of Eboraſciria, 
or Yorkſhire, ſituate near the centre of the iſland, in a 
rich and extenſive valley, on the confluence of the rivers 
Ouſe and Foſs, derives its origin from very early ages. 
The great difficulties attending the etymology of the 
name, are themſelves a proof of its very great antiquity. 

Ebraucus, the ſon of Mempricius, the third king from. 
Brute, built a city north of Humber, which, from his 
own name, he called Kaer-Ebrauc; that is, the city of 
Ebraucus. In the Britiſh appellation Kaer-Ebrauc, we 
are to find out the Roman EBORACUM. “ Some learned 
men,” ſays Sir Thomas Widdrington, © to denote it ſhort, 
wrote e, the ſecond Latin vowel, with an apoſtrophe; the 
Italians, by inadvertency, have changed it into o, the fourth, 
and for Eberacum write Eboracum ; for which reaſon Ci- 
vitas Ebrauci is now called Civitas Eborauci.” | 

The firſt account we have, that can be relied on, is 
about the year 208, when the Emperor Severus, attended 
by- his two ſons Caracalla and Geta, arrived in Britain. 
He made York his chief place of reſidence, and died 
there. EE . | 
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It was in this emperor's days that York ſhone in its full 
luſtre; for the prodigious concourſe of tributary kings, 
foreign ambaſſadors, &c. which almoſt crowded the courts 
of the ſovereigns of the world, when the Roman empire 
was in its prime, muſt have brought it to the height of ſub- 
lunary grandeur. 

That the memory of this emperor, in Britain, might 
laſt as long as the world, his grateful army, with infinite 
labour, raiſed three large hills, one in honour of their de- 
ceaſed monarch, and the other two for his ſurviving ſons, 
Caracalla and Geta. 

Theſe hills ſeem to have been raiſed from a flat ſuper- 
ficies, and the place whence this vaſt quantity of earth 
was dug, is now a ſmall village at the foot of the hills, 
called Holegate. The exact menſuration of theſe vene- 
rable remains of Roman grandeur, as to altitude and dia- 
meter, is as follows, viz. the largeſt is 308 yards in diame- 
ter, and 44 yards one foot in height; the fecond is 210 
yards in diameter, and 32 yards in height; and the leaſt 
is 100 yards in diameter, and 27 yards in height. They 
are ſituated about a mile and a half W. of the city. 

Conſtantine the Great, who is believed to have been 
born in York about 272, for the better government of 
his vaſt and extenſive dominions, divided the whole into 

four præfectures, viz. Italy, Gaul, the Eaſt, and IIlyria, 
which contained under them fourteen large dioceſes or 
provinces. Britain, of the fourteen, was ſubject to the 
præfect of Gaul; and this province was again ſubdivided 
by the emperor into three parts, or principalities, viz, 
Britannia Prima, or the country ſouth of the Thames, the 
capital ſtation probably London; Britannia Secunda, was 
Wales, the capital perhaps Iſca, or Caer-leon; and Max- 
ima, or Flavia Cæſarienſis, the capital city moſt certainly 
York. 


Though 
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Though it is not to be expected that we ſhould meet 
with ſuch noble remains of high-roads round York as are 
yet apparent in Italy, nevertheleſs we can boaſt of ſeveral 
remarkable veſtiges in this kind of Roman induſtry, 


which are at this time to be ſeen in our neighbourhood; 


and theſe roads, tending all from different ſea-ports and 
ſtations, and pointing directly at the city itſelf, muſt have 
made it very conſiderable. 

About 500 years from Cæſar's firſt attempt on this iſland, 
400 from the conqueſt by Claudius, the Romans entirely 
evacuated it; when the Scots and Picts ſeized on all the 
country as far as Hadrian's wall, which, without reſiſtance, 
they made themſelves maſters of. It was not long before 
theſe enemies had undermined and broken down the ram- 
parts the Romans had built for their defence; and then 
they ruſhed in and bore down all before them. The poor 
diſpirited Britons were ſlaughtered without mercy. In 
this dreadful calamity they called aloud in vain on their 
old friends to help and ſupport them. 

The Britons finding they were not to expect any ſuc- 
cour from the Romans, called in the Saxons to their aſ- 
ſiſtance; and Hengiſt, their general, upon his arrival in 
Britain with his army, immediately marched againſt the 
enemy; and near unto York a bloody battle was fought, 
wherein the Saxons had the better, flew a great number of 
the Picts and Scots, took from them the city of York, 
and all the country on this fide the river Tees. The blow 
was ſo great, that had the Saxon general followed it, the 
war would quickly have been at an end; but this leader 
of auxiliary troops was too wiſe and politic to act in that 
manner; for, not willing to drive the Scots and Picts 
quite home again, which was to put an end to the war at 
once, he choſe rather to withdraw his army to the city of 
York, where he ſtaid ſome time to refreſh, as he pre- 
_ tended, his wearied troops. 
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The Britons ſuſpecting the Saxons! deſign of ſettling 
in Britain, ſent for Aurelius Ambroſius, from Armorica, 
to defend them, who defeated the Saxons in four ſeveral 
battles. Under this leader, Hengiſt, the Saxon general, 
met his fate, being ſlain at Coniſbrough after a moſt 
obſtinate and bloody engagement. 

In 521 the Britiſh Arthur gained a moſt deciſive vic- 
tory over the Saxons on Badon-Hills, (ſaid to be our 
Black- a-moor) where go, ooo of the enemy were ſlain, and 
the city of York delivered up to him as ſoon as he ap- 
proached it. In this year that great monarch, with his 
clergy, all his nobility and ſoldiers, kept Chriſtmas here; 
the firſt feſtival of the kind ever held in Britain. 

Arthur, after all his conqueſts, had the misfortune to 
be ſlain in a rebellion of his ſubjects, and by the hand of 
his own nephew. After whoſe death, diſſentions ariſing 
among the Pritiſh princes, the Saxons ſo far prevailed as 
to gain an entire conqueſt over all, driving the miſerable 
remains of the Britons, who would not ſubmit to their 
yoke, to ſeek ſhelter in the Cambrian mountains; where 


their poſterity, according to Welſh hiſtory, have ever 


remained. 
Our Saxon conquerors divided the territories of the 
' plundered Britons into ſeven ſhares, which fince is ſtyled 
the heptarchy.— The diviſion of the kingdom of the 
Northumbers, which is more immediately our concern, 
becauſe its capital was York, contained all that part of 
the iſland from the Humber mouth to St. Johnſton in 
Scotland. This country was divided by Ota, the ſon of 
Hengiſt, into two parts, Deira and Bernicia, over both 
which Ida reigned, a lineal deſcendant (according to the 
Saxon genealogy) from their famous god Woden. Ida 
left two ſons, to whom he divided his dominions, and 
gave Deira to Ella, whoſe kingdom took in all from the 
Humber 
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Humber to the Tyne; and Bernicia to Adda his other 
ſon, which contained all northward from that boundary. 
Of all the kingdoms of the Saxons, this of Deira was of 
the ſhorteſt continuance; it began by a diviſion of the 
whole Northumbrian diftric between the ſons of Ida, 
and was again united under Oſmin, 91 years after Ella. 


Vork was, at this period, the capital of Deira only; but 


the diſtrict was large, and took in all Yorkſhire, Lanca- 
ſhire, Durham, Weſtmoreland, Cumberland, and ſome 


part of Northumberland at firſt; though ſince, the coun- 


try betwixt the German ocean, the Humber, and the river 
Derwent, now the eaſt-riding, bore that appellation. 


In the year 1070 William the Conqueror laid ſiege to 


York, when, after a gallant defence of about ſix months, 
it ſurrendered. Earl Waltheof, the governor, had ren- 
dered the ſiege ſo exceedingly difficult, that William de- 
ſpaired of ſubjecting it, until he drew the whole force of 
the kingdom againſt it, beleaguering the city quite round, 
being reſolved to ftarve the inhabitants into compliance. 
This method took, and famine began to rage ſo violently 
within the walls, that it obliged the beſieged to try the 
victor's clemency. William regarded neither oaths nor 
promiſes to obtain his object: The terms of capitulation 
were as honourable as poſhble, conſidering the circum- 
ſtances the city was in. However, when he had gained 
poſſeſſion, notwithſtanding the articles, William imme- 
diately ordered the city to be razed to the ground, and at 


the ſame time put to death all the principal nobility and 
gentry, and moſt of the other inhabitants. Nor did his 


malice ſtop here, but, leſt the country ſhould be capable 
of ſupporting the city in this dreadful calamity, he laid 
waſte all the land between York and Durham, drove 
out the inhabitants, and made the whole ſo deſolate, 
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that for nine years after neither plough nor ſpade was put 
into the ground. 

One of the firſt parliaments mentioned in hiſtory by 
that name, was held in York, about the year 1160, in the 
reign of Henry II. At this convention Malcolm the 
Scotch king was ſummoned to appear, to anſwer to ſuch 
articles as were to be alleged againſt him by Henry, The 
chief article was, that Malcolm, when he attended the 
Engliſh king, in his wars in France, betrayed all their 
councils to the enemy. The Scotch king overthrew the 
allegation, but he could not prevent the ſentence paſſing 
on him, which, it is ſuppoſed, was the reaſon of his being 


ſummoned, that was, to loſe all the lands he held of 


Henry in England, and to do homage alſo for his king- 
dom of Scotland for himſelf and ſucceſſors. On Malcolm's 
doing homage, which was what Henry chiefly aimed at, 
he relinquiſhed Northumberland from the former part of 
the ſentence. This condeſcenſion of their king the Scotch 
nobility highly reſented, and, at his return, were with 
great difhculty brought to forgive him, | 

In the ſucceeding reign of Richard I. anno 1189, and at 
his coronation, an accident happened of fingular concern 
to our city, and attended with ſuch conſequences as hi- 


- ſtory can ſcarce parallel.—The Jews were firſt introduced 


into England by William the Conqueror ; a tribe of theſe 

had placed themſelves at York, where, by trade, they 
were grown ſo immenſely rich, that they were found to 
be worth plundering both by prince and people, as often 
as they could form an excuſe for the purpoſe. The fear 
they conſtantly lived under made them take all opportu- 
nities, by rich preſents, to ingratiate themſelves with the 


reigning prince. Richard I. was as zealous a Chriſtian 


as ever fat on the Engliſh throne, and as bitter an enemy 
to its 8 nee which the Jews were 
| 5 nde 
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undiſturbed; but abhorring their religion, he ſtrictly 
commanded that, at his coronation, no Jews ſhould ap- 
pear either at church or at dinner. Some of the richeſt 
and principal men of the Jews in the kingdom were ſum- 
moned from all parts where they reſided, by their bre- 
thren in London, to come up to the coronation, and pre- 
ſent ſome very rich gift to the new king, in order to pro- 
cure his friendſhip toward them. The chief of the Jews 
at York were two very rich and wealthy merchants and 
very great ufurers, called Benedict and Jocenus, or 
Toceus. Theſe went to London with a pompous re- 
tinue, in order to meet their brethren, and attend the 
coronation. Notwithſtanding the king's injunCtion, many 
of the Jews had the curioſity to mix with the crowd, in 
order to ſee the ceremony; where being diſcovered by 
the guards, they were beat and abuſed, and ſome few 
were lain. The people took it preſently for granted 
that the king had given orders they ſhould all be deftroyed. 
Poſſefled with this notion, a general maſſacre began in 


London, where the Jews were murdered, their houſes 


plundered, and burnt to the ground with their wives and 
children in them. The king immediately ordered a pro- 
clamation to ſtop theſe proceedings on the ſevereſt penal- 
ties; notwithſtanding which, the example of the metro- 


polis was followed by divers other places in the realm, as 


at Norwich, Lynn, Stamford, but eſpecially at York. 


| Benecict and Jocenus having had the curioſity to go 


among the reſt to ſee the ceremony, Benedict was grie- 
voully wounded and bruiſed in the conflict, and being 


dragged into a church, was there forced to renounce Ju- 


daiſm and be baptiſed. The next day, when the tumult 
had ceaſed, he was brought before the king, who de- 
manded whether he was a Chriſtian, or no? Benedict an- 
ſwered, that he had been forced into baptiſm, but that 
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he continued a Jew in his heart, and ever ſhould do ; that 
he choſe much rather to ſuffer death at his hands, ſince 
the ſevere uſage he had undergone the day before informed 
him that he could not long ſurvive it. At which words 
he was reſtored to the Jews; but the miſerable man ſoon 
after expired. | 

Jocenus, his companion, had the good fortune to eſcape 
the fray in London; but at York, where he thought 
himſelf the ſafeſt, he met with a much worſe fate The 
king ſoon after going on his voyage to the Holy Land, 
had left orders with the lord chancellor to protect the 
Jews, and puniſh ſeverely all that ſhould offend them. 
But this was little regarded at York, for a conſpiracy was 
formed againſt them by ſeveral of the city and county. 
A conſiderable part of the city took fire in a very boiſte- 
rous night, by accident as was ſaid, but it was generally ſup- 
poſed to have been perpetrated. At this juncture the con- 
ſpirators broke into the houſe of Benedict, which, being 
prodigiouſly ſtrong, his wife, children, and friends had 
made a ſanCtuary of it, as dreading ſome commotion. But 
this being overcome by engines prepared for the purpoſe, 
they entered and murdered the whole family, gutted the 
houſe, afterwards ſet fire to it, and burnt it to the 
ground. An alarm of this kind ſtruck all the Jews at 
York with the utmoſt terror; but Jocenus eſpecially 
dreaded their fury ſo much, that he got leave of the go- 
vernor to convey all his vaſt bulk of wealth into the caſtle, 
as if it had belonged to the king, or was under his pro- 
tection. In a very few days theſe banditti, with greater 
force and fury, returned and attacked the houſe of Joce- 
nus; which underwent the ſame fate as the former; ex- 
cept that the Jew, preſaging the evil, had withdrawn 
_ himſelf, wife, and children, into the caſtle. His example 
was followed by moſt of the Jews in the city, leaving few 
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or none of their goods behind them. The robbers being 
enraged at the loſs of ſo much plunder, which they had 
already devoured in their minds, threw off all diſguiſe or 
any fear of magiſtrates or laws, and not being content 
with the deſtruction of their houſes, flew like madmen 
on ſome Jews that were left out of the caſtle, and either 
forced them to be baptiſed or ſuffer immediate death. 
Whilſt this was acting in the city, the multitude of Jews 
who had taken ſanctuary in the caſtle, ſeemed perfectly 
ſecure from the malice of their enemies: but it happened 
that the governor coming out of the caſtle upon ſome bu- 
{ineſs of his own, when he would have returned was pre- 
vented by the Jews, who feared leſt in this time he might 
have made ſome agreement with their enemies to deliver 
them up. The governor went immediately to the high- 
ſheriff of the county, who was then in York, and told 
him that the Jews, under pretence of begging protection 
in the caſtle, had fraudulently ſhut him out of it. 'The 
high-ſheriff was angry to the laſt degree; and, being ſtill 
inflamed by thoſe near him, who wiſhed the Jews no 
good, ſaying it was the higheſt indignity to the perſon 
of the king himſelf to have one of the moſt conſidera- 
ble fortreſſes in the kingdom ſeized by theſe miſcreants, 
He inſtantly ordered out the writ of poſe comitatus to raiſe 
the country to beſiege the caſtle ; when an innumerable 
company of armed men, as well from the city as country, 
roſe at once and begirt the fortreſs round. When the 
high-ſheriff ſaw this he began to repent of his too haſty or- 
der, and would fain have recalled his writ; but, to thoſe 
incenſed people, whatever he could ſay or do, by autho- 
rity or reaſon, was to no purpoſe. The Jews, being 
driven to great diſtreſs, held a council among themſelves 
what was to be done; they had offered a mighty ſum of 
money to eſcape with their lives, but it was rejected. When 
. | ID x2 certain 
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2 certain rabbin, or doctor of the law, who was come from 
a foreign part to teach and inſtruct the Jews, ſtood up 
amongſt them, and ſaid, “ Men of Irael, our God, whoſe 
<« laws I have preſcribed to you, commands that we ſhould 
* at any time die for our law; and behold, now death 
* looks us in the face, and we have but to chooſe whether 


«© we ſhould lead a baſe and ſcandalous life, or take the 


« beſt method to come at a gallant and glorious death. 
© Tf we fall into the hands of our enemies, at their own 
« will and pleaſure we muſt die; but our Creator, when 
© he gave us life, did alſo enjoin us that with our own 
* hands, and of our own accord, we ſhould devoutly re- 
« ſtore it to him again, rather than wait on the cruelty 
ce of any enemy. This many of our brethren, in many 
« great tribulations, have bravely performed; they knew 
« how to do it, and the moſt decent manner of execution 
« ;s pointed out to us.” Many of the Jews embraccd the 
dreadful counſel of the rabbin; but the reſt thought his 
advice much too harſh, and would not conſent. The 
elder perceiving this, ſaid, © "Thoſe that this good and 
te pious courſe diſpleaſes, let them ſeparate and be cut off 
from the holy congregation z we for the ſake of our 
© paternal law deſpiſe the love of tranſitory life.“ 
Several withdrew upon this, and rather choſe to try the 


victor's clemency than follow the rabbin's advice. Before 


they began to execute the horrid ſentence, the elder com- 
manded that all the rich houſehold goods, ſtuff, and gar- 
ments, ſhould be publicly burnt; nay, even their plate, 
which would not ſuffer by the fire, was by an artful me- 
thod ſtrangely damnified, leſt the enemy ſhould be en- 
riched by their ſpoils. This done, and fire put to all the 
towers of the caſtle, whilſt their companions who had 


choſen life looked ſullenly on, each man prepared for the 


ſlaughter. Being told by their elder that thoſe who bore 
po gooey ra 
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the ſteadieſt minds ſhould firſt cut the throats of their 
wives and children, the celebrated Jocenus began the 
execution by doing that barbarous act on his own wife 
and five children. The example was ſpeedily followed 
by the reſt of the maſters of families; and afterwards the 
rabbin cut the throat of Jocenus himſelf, as a point of ho- 
nour he choſe to do him above the reſt. In the mean» 
time the fire that had been put to the caſtle raged greatly; 
which thoſe poor Jews who had choſen life endeavoured 
as much as poſſible to quell. At day-break the beſiegers 
thronged as uſual to aſſault the fortreſs; when the 
wretched remains of the maſlacre within ſtood upon the 
walls, and in à lamentable manner declared the horrid ca- 
taſtrophe of their brethren ; they threw their dead bodies 
over the wall to convince them of it; and in a moving 
and ſupplicating manner begged mercy, with an aſſurance 
of all of them turning Chriſtians. 'But the heads and 
ringleaders of theſe mercileſs blood-hounds, of whom one 
Richard, called for his beſtiality Mala Beſtia, was the 
chief, took no compaihon on their ſufferings. However, 
feigning a concern, the Jews let them into the caſtle; 
which was no ſooner done than they ſlew every one of 
the poor creatures, who to the laſt cried out for baptiſm. 
This exploit performed, the heroes ran ſtrait to the cathe- 
dral church, where the bonds the Chriſtians were bound 
to the Jews in for money were depolited, and violently 
broke open the cheſts, took and burnt all the writings in 
the midit of the church, and thus ſet themſelves and 
many more free from their uſury. 

This maſſacre happened at York on the 11th day of 
March, anno 1189-90. There were about 500 men took 
ſanCtuary in the caſtle, beſides women and children; ſo 
that the ſlaughter muſt have been very conſiderable ; and 
pot leſs than 1000 or 1500 perſons deſtroyed. 


In 
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In 1206 Edward I. removed the courts of juſtice from 
London to York: After continuing here ſeven years, 
they were removed back. 

In 1319 Edward II. ſet out from York to beſiege bars 
wick; but he was ſcarcely got thither when Thomas Ran- 
dolph, earl of Murray, the Scotch general, paſſed the ri- 
ver Solway, and marched another way into England, 
where he waſted all with fire and ſword till he came to 
the very gates of York. The city, however, he did not 
attempt to beſiege, but burnt and deſtroyed the ſuburbs ; 
which done, he marched back towards his own country. 
The archbiſhop of York, William de Melton, a reverend, 
grave, old divine, but a young ſoldier, took up arms, and 
aſſembled ſuch forces as he could raiſe, compoſed of cler- 
gymen, monks, canons, and other ſpiritual men of the 
church, with a confuſed heap of huſbandmen, labourers, 
_ artificers, and tradeſmen, amounting in all to the number 
of 10,000, the archbiſhop and the biſhop of Ely, (lord chan- 
cellor) being their leaders. This army followed the Scotch, 
and overtook them at Myton-upon-Swale, about eleven 
miles from York. 'The Scotch army finding themſelves 
purſued, drew upon the other ſide of the river. They then 
ſet fire to ſome hay-ſtacks which were upon the place, the 
ſraoke of which driving with a briſk wind in the faces of 
the Engliſh as they paſſed the river, ſo blinded them that 
they could not ſee the enemy, who came down in good 
order upon them, and without any great reſiſtance en- 
tirely routed them. There were ſlain and drowned of 
the Engliſh above 2000, ſome ſay 4000; the reſt, with 

their generals, made great haſte back to the city. In this 
conflict fell Nicholas Flemming, then mayor of Vork, 

who had headed up his citizens to the battle. e 

On 
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On 'Trinity-Sunday, anno 1327, Edward III. gave a ſo- 
lemn and magnificent feaſt in York, to a company of Hain- 
aulters, who had come to aſſiſt that monarch in his wars 
againſt the Scots. There was a moſt ſplendid entertain- 


ment, and at night there was a gallant ball; but while 


the lords and ladies were in the midſt of their diverſion, 
2 hideous noiſe interrupted them, and alarmed the whole 
court. It feems the ſervants and pages of theſe foreign 
auxiliaries had, by their inſolence, ſo exaſperated the 
minds of ſome Engliſh archers, who lodged with them in 
the ſuburbs, that a great fray began among them. 'This 
diſcord continually increaſed, new abettors ſucceſhvely 
coming in on each ſide, till near 3ooo of the archers be- 
ing collected, many of the Hainaulters were flain, and 
the reſt flying, were fain to enter their lodgings, and for- 
tify themſelves as well as they could againſt the fury of 
their enemies. Moſt of their commanders were at court 
but on the firſt noiſe of the fray they haſtened to their 
lodgings to defend themſelves and their people. Some 
part of the city was fired in the diſturbance, many of the 


Hainaulters were ſlain, and more hurt; but at laſt, by the 


authority of the king, the archers were ſtayed, and the quar- 
rel ceaſed for that time. But in the night the ſtrangers, 
not ſo much thinking of ſleep as revenge, being headed by 
their commanders, aroſe privately, and joining together 
ſet upon the archers of Lincolnſhire and Northampton- 
ſhire, and flew 3oo of them. In the morning they had 
certainly paid dear for this deſperate action, for a body of 
_ 6000 Engliſh ſoldiers had combined together to kill them 


every man, either within doors or without, as they came 


at them; but the king took care to protect the foreigners 
by ſetting ſtrong guards about their lodgings, and diſ- 
placing the archers from their former quarters.—In this 
fray 89 Lincolnſhire men were ſlain, who lie buried under 

| one 
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one ſtone in the churchyard of the now-demoliſhed church 
of St. Clement's, in Foſsgate. 

Anno 1389, Richard II. came to York, in order to ac- 
commodate fome differences which had ariſen betwixt 
the archbiſhop, the dean, and chapter, and the mayor and 
commonalty of the city. The affair was of great conſe- 
quence, but the king, by his excellent management, per- 
fecly ſettled it, and was ſo favourable to the citizens as 
to grant them almoſt all they defired of him. It was at 
this time (fay our records) king Richard took his ſword 
from his ſide, and gave it to be borne before William de 
Selby, as firſt lord mayor of York. 

The courts of King's Bench and Chancery were re- 
moved from London to Vork, anno 1392, at the inſtigation 
of Thomas Arundel, then archbiſhop of York, and lord- 
chancellor of England. This was deſigned for the bene- 
fit of the city, but they remained here only from Midſum- 
mer to Chriſtmas, and then returned. In this year king 
Richard preſented the firſt mace to the city, to be borne 
before the lord mayor thereof: And in 13g6, in the 19th 
year of his reign, he appointed two ſheriffs inſtead of three 
bailiffs, and made it a county of itſelf; which with ſeve- 
ral privileges and large immunities recited in the charter 
granted by this king to the city and citizens of York, prove 
that he paid an extraordinary regard to it. 

In the tower of London is lodged a grant from Ed- 
ward IV. to this city, in indemnification for the damages 
it had ſuſtained during the dreadful wars of York and 
Lancaſter. The patent is dated at York, June 10, anno 
reg. 4, 1464, and exprefles the king's great concern for 
the ſufferings and hardſhips the city had undergone during 
theſe wars, inſomuch as to be almoſt reduced to poverty 
by them. In conſideration of which he not only relin- 
quiſhes the uſual farm of the city, but aſſigns them an 
annual 
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annual rent of gol. to be paid them out of his cuſtoms in 
the port of Hull, for twelve years to comm. 

Richard III. came to York in the year 1483, where 
he was received with great honour. He was crowned 
for the ſecond time with great folemnity in the cathedral 
on the 8th day of September. Before he left York, in 
gratitude for the loyalty and attachment which had been 
ſhewn him, he made a moſt royal gift to the city; ot 
which we find this imperfect memorial : 


MEMORANDUM,—* That the xviith day of the month 
ce of September, in the firſt yere of the reign of king Ri- 
ec chard the Third, John Newton then being mair of the 
« cite of York, our ſaid ſovereign lord the king, of his 
* moſt ſpecial gude grace, remembering the gude ſervice 
« that the cite hath don to his gude grace . . . . . . . made 
« to defray and fitt in the yorney made to Edenburgh and 
60. ++ » to London to the coronation of his gude 
grace; callid afore his gude grace the ſaid day to the 
& chapter-houſe of the catedral church of S. Peter in 
“Vork, the ſaid mair, his bredyr the aldermen, and mong 
& Other the commons of the ſaid cite, and then and there 
„our ſaid ſovereign lord openly reherſed the ſaid ſervice 
& to his gude grace don, and alfo the dekay and the great 
« poverty of the ſaid cite, of his molt ſpecial gude grace 
c without any petition or aſking of any thing by the ſaid 
« mair or any odyr, our ſaid ſovereign lord only of his 
« abundant grace moſt graciouſly and habundantly granted 
« and gave in relief of the ſaid cite in eſyng of the tolls, 
© murage, butcher-pennys, and ſkait-gild of the faid cite 
« yerely xxiii I. xi s. id. for evyr; that is to ſay, for the 
c murage xx/. and the reſidue to the ſheriffs; ſo that from 
& thence forward it ſhold be lefull to every perſon com- 
5 ing to the ſaid cite with their guds and cattell, and them 

« freely 
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tt freely to ſell in the ſame without anything gratifying 
& , . , Or paying for toll or murage of any of the ſaid 
« guds; and his grace . . . . . moſt graciouſly granted to the 
© mair and commonality of the ſaid cite yerely xl d. for ever, 
« to the behoof of the commonality and chamber of the ſaid 
cite; and yerely to the mair for the tyme being, as his 


« chief ſerjeant at ayrms, x11 d. of the day, that is to ſay, 
de by the yere xviii l. vi s.“ 


From this period no occurrence worthy notice happened 
until the 27th of Henry VIII. when the ſuppreſſion of 
monaſteries and the innovations in religion cauſed ſeveral 
commotions in England, eſpecially in the northern parts. 
Among the reſt, was one headed by ſeveral people of high 


rank. Theſe men, at the head of 40, ooo prieſts, peaſants, 


and labourers, declared by their proclamation, ſolemnly 
made, That this their riſing and commotion ſhould ex- 
ce tend no farther, than only to the maintenance and de- 


« fence of the faith of Chriſt, and deliverance of 


« Holy Church, ſore decayed and oppreſſed; and alſo 
&« for the furtherance as well of private as public matters 


cc in the realm, in regard of the welfare of the king's poor 
« ſubjects.” 


This 


* To give the reader a better notion of the value of theſe royal gifts, 
take this computus from the Chronicon Pretioſum of Biſhop Fleetwood, of 
_ what price corn bore in the ſouth of England, in 1463, juſt twenty n 
before this. 

Anno 1463, at 3 s. d. At Norfolk the ſame year. 
Wheat per quarter 2 © Wheat 1 
Barle7̃— — 110 Barley! XL 0 

Peas — — 34 Malt — 18 
Oats — — x 2 Oats (Mr. Stowe) 1 © 
So that the value of one ſhilling, even in the time of the civil wars, 


bought one quarter of barley or oats, which makes the donation very con- 
fiderable, 
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This inſurrection was ſtyled, by the ringleaders of it 
The Pilgrimage of Grace” and under that ſpecious pre- 
tence they kept together ſome time, and committed ſeveral 
outrages. The king ſent an army againſt them, with a 
proclamation for a general pardon, which had the good 
eſfect to diſperſe the crowd, and the leaders of the re- 
volters were taken; moſt of whom, with the abbots of 
Yountains, Jervaulx, and Rivaulx, with the prior of Brid- 
jington, were executed at Tyburn. 

The king intending the ſuppreſſion of the greater mo— 
naſteries, which he effected in the 31ſt of his reign, raifed 
a preſident and council at York, and gave them two ſe— 
veral powers and authorities, under one creat ſeal, of 
Oycr and Terminer, &c. within the counties of York, 
Durham, Northumberland, Weſtmoreland, and Cumber- 
land, the city of York, and county of the ſame, the city 
of Carliſle, the town and county of Kingſton- upon— 
Hull, Newctſtle-upon-Tyne, and Berwick-upon-Tweed. 
This court was continued till the troubleſome times of 
Charles I. | 

On Saturday the 16th of April, 1603, James I. arrived 
at York, in his firſt progreſs from Edinburgh to London; 
where he ſtayed till Monday.—'The king ſeemed to be 
io much pleaſed with the duty and attention paid him by 
the lord mayor and citizens, that at dinner with them he 
exprefled himſelf much in favour of the city; ſeemed con- 
cerned that the river was in fo bad a condition; and ſaid, 
It ſhould be made more navigable, and that he himſelf 


cc would come and be a burgeſs among them.“ 


In 1604, no leſs than 3512 perſons died of the plague 
in York; the markets were all cried down; the lord pre- 
ſident's courts adjourned to Ripon and Durham, and many 
of the inhabitants leſt their houſesz the infected were 
ſent to the moors near the city, where booths were erected 

| 1 for 
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for them of boards; and the Minſter and Minſter-yard 
were cloſe ſhut up. 

Charles I. in a journey to Scotland, viſited York 
May 24, 1633. He was met on Tadcaſter-bridge by the 
ſheriffs with a grand train of attendants, who conducted 
im into the city. On the 25th, the king dined with the 
lord mayor, William Allenſon, at his houſe in the Pave- 
ment, and knighted him and William Belt, then recorder : 
The next day he dined with the archbiſhop, and knighted 
his ſon; and on the 27th, took coach at the Manor for 
Scotland. 5 ; 

The Scots rebelling, the king came again down to York, 
March 3o, 1639, on an expedition againſt them, accom- 
panied by moſt of the nobility and general ofhcers of the 
kingdom. He was met by the ſheriffs at Tadcaſter, and 
conducted by them to Micklegate-bar, where he was met 
by the lord mayor, recorder, aldermen, &c. On the Sun- 
day after his arrival, he held a council in the Manor on the 
Scotch affairs; and as this was the chief place of rendez- 
vous for the army that was to march againſt the rebels, 
the king's time was principally taken up with reviewing 
the troops which were quartered in the city and the neigh- 
bouring country towns. 

After ſtaying near a month in York, his majeſty ſet oil, 
with his nobility and all his army, towards Scotland. At 
his approach the Scots ſubmitted, laid down their arms, 
and ſwore obedience to their ſovereign. But the very 
next year (1640), when the king had diſbanded his forces, 
and thought all quiet, the Scots, under the command of 
Alexander Leſlie, earl of Leven, and the marquis of Mon- 
troſe, invaded England in defiance of the molt ſolema 
engagements. To put a ſtop to this invaſion, his majeſty 
{et out from London, accompanied by the marquis of In- 
milton and the duke of Lenox, and in three days arrived 
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in York, The king, after keeping his court in the city 
live months, left York, and erected the royal ſtandard at 
Nottingham. 

In March, 1642, during the parliamentary troubles, the 
queen arrived in York from Helveotſluys, with a large 
quantity of artillery for the ſafeguard of the city, and in 
June, 1643, ſhe ſet forward under a ſtrong eſcort to his 
majeſty. 

In the following year the parliamentary ſorces, under 
Sir Thomas Fairfax, laid fiege to York : But having ad— 
vice that prince Rupert, with a large army was approach- 
ing, he raiſed the ſicge, and encamped on a large moor 
about five or ſix miles from the city, called Marſton 
Moor, where he waited the coming of the enemy. On 
July 2, the armies met, and after a long and bloody en- 
gagement the royaliſts were entirely routed. After this 


victory the parliamentary forces once more laid ſiege to 


York, which after a defence of eighteen weeks ſurrendered 
on the molt honourable terms. | 

In 1663, an inſurrection broke out in Yorkſhire, the 
leaders of which were all conventicle preachers and the 
old parliament's ſoldiers. Their pretences were, to redeem 


themſelves from the excite and all ſubſidies; to re-eſtablith 


a goſpel magiſtracy and miniſtry ; to reſtore the long par- 
liament; and to reform all orders and degrees of men, 
eſpecially the lawyers and clergy. In order to this they 
printed a declaration, beginning thus, “ If there be any 
« city, town, or country in the three nations that will 
&« begin this righteous and glorious work,” &c. Accord- 
ingly a great number of men aſſembled in arms at Farnley- 
Wood, near Otley, in this county. But the time and 
place of rendezvous being known, a body of regular troops 


and ſome of the county militia, were ſent againſt them, 


who ſcized upon ſeveral, and prevented the execution of 
their deſign. A commiſſion was ſent down to York in the 
C2 | depth 
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depth of winter to try the leaders: twenty-one of whom 
were condemned and executed, eighteen at Y ork, and three 
in Leeds. Four of their heads were ſet upon Micklegate-- 
bar, three at Bootham-bar, one at Walmgate-bar, and 
over the Caſtle-gates. 'I'wo of them were likewiſe quar- 
tered, and their quarters ſet upon the ſeveral gates of the 
city. 

After this we find nothing material until the rebellion 
in 1745, when a ſubſcription of 24351. was raiſed in York, 
and 220). in the ainſty, with which four com panies of men, 

conſiſting of ſeventy each, uniformly clothed, were em- 
bodied for the ſafeguard of the city. 

Of the great number of rebels tried and convicted at 
York, no more than 22 were executed. The heads of 
two of them were fixed on Micklegate-bar, whence they 
were ſtolen in the night of the 28th of January, 1784. 

'The new. regulations of the militia-laws in the year 
1757, being eſteemed by the lower claſs of people an act 
of oppreſſion, in compelling them to contribute equally 
with the rich, many yeomen, farmers, and others of the 
eaſt-riding became riotous, and endtavoured by force to 
oppoſe its being carried into execution; for this purpoſe, 
a very numerous body, armed with guns, ſeythes, and 
clubs, went to Birdſall, the feat of Henry Willoughby, 
Eſq. then high-ſheriff of the county, and demanded a re- 
peal of the militia-att. But, after ſeveral hours, parley, 
in which the high-ſheriff behaved with the utmoit refolu- 
tion, they were prevailed on to depart peaceably, having 
firſt extorted a promiſe from him to write to lord Irwin, 
lord-lieutenant of the riding, and that his lordſhip's an- 
ſwer ſhould be diſperſed amongſt them. In the north- 
riding the riot was much more furious; for on the 15th 
of September, being the day appointed for the deputy- 


lieutenants of the wapentake of Bulmer to meet at the 
cockpit- 
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cockpit-houſe without Bootham-bar, where the chiet con- 
itables had orders to attend to give in their liſts of perſons 
qualified to ſerve in the militia, great numbers of farmers 
and country people aſſembled at York, in order to ſeize 
on ſuch conſtables as were carrying in their liſts; ſome of 
which they got, but not mecting the whole, they pro- 
cceded, in a large body, armed with clubs and other un- 
lawful weapons, ſome on horſcback, others on foot, thro! 
Monk-bar to the cockpit-houſe without Bootham-bar, 
where, not meeting with the deputy-hentenants as was ex- 
peed, they forced the lifts from ſuch conitables as were 
in attendance; and, after drinking all the liquors in the 
houſe; they gutted and pulled it down. They then pro- 
ceeded to Mr. Bowes's houſe on the oppoſite fide of the 
{treet, which they alſo gutted and deſtroyed; and threat- 
ened to do the fame to the houſes of ſeveral other perſons, 
whom they looked upon as promoters or favourers of the 
militia-act. The lord-mayor and high-ſherill of the county 
heing informed of theſe yiolent proceedings, went in per- 
ſon amongſt the rioters, and uſed all poſſible arguments 
to convince them how wrong it was to attempt relieving 
themſelves from any thing they thought a grievance, by 
ſuch unlawſul methods; and aſſured them that they would 
ule all the means in their power to remove any juſt occa- 
ſion of complaint; upon which they diſperſe: At the 
tollowing allizes ſeveral of the rioters were tried and ac- 
guitted, except one George Thurloe, who was capitally 
convicted, and received ſentence of death, but was after- 
wards tranſported for life. 

In July, 1761, his royal highneſs Edward duke of Vork 


paded through York on his way to Scarborough: And in 


Auguſt following he returned, when the freedom of the 
city was preſented to him in a gold box of one hundred 


'C3 guincas 
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cuineas value. His royal highneſs again viſited York im 
the Auguſt race-week, 1766. | 

Auguſt 21, 1761, his Daniſh majeſty arrived in York, 
about four o'clock, attended by many of his nobles and a 
grand retinue. In the evening the lord-mayor, recorder, 
city-counſel, aldermen, and ſheriſfs, in their formalities, 
waited on his majeſty to compliment him on his arrival, 
and to deſire that he would honour them at a ball and 
collation the next evening. He received them all very 
graciouſly, but excuſed himſelf from accepting of their 
invitation, as he propoſed leaving Vork next morning; 
which he accordingly did. After having viewed the Min- 
{ter and the aſſembly- rooms, he returned to London by 
the route of Leeds and Mancheſter. 

On Monday, Augult 28, 1789, their royal highneſſes 
the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York arrived on the 
race-ground, where they were received with the loudeſt 
acclamations; and on Tueſday the corporation waited on 
them, and prefented the prince with the freedom of the 
City in a gold box of one hundred guineas value“. On 
Thurſday the Prince of Wales honoured the lord-mayor 
with his company at dinner in the manhon-houſe, where 
he was entertained in the higheſt ſtyle of ſplendor. In 
the evening his royal highneſs ordered a performance at 
the theatre, which he attended. His royal brother, being 
incapacitated by illneſs, could not partake of any of the 
amutements during the whole of his ſtay.—On Monday 
following their royal highneſſes ſet off ſouthward. The 
prince dined at Byram with Sir John Ramſden, and ther: 
proceeded to Wentworth-houſe, the ſeat of Earl Fitzwil- 
liam, where he arrived in the evening. 'The Duke of 


York 


* His royal highneſs the Duke of York had the freedom of the city in 
a gold box in 1787, when he was viſiting an eſtate in the neighDour- 
hood of Vork. | | 
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York being ſtill indiſpoſed, continued his route for Lon— 
don. On Wedneſday his lordſhip, in honour of his royal 
viſitor, gave the moſt ſplendid and magnificent entertain- 
ment ever known in this part of England. 

In 1795, his royal highneſs Prince William of Glou- 
ceſter honoured York with his preſence, where he reſided 
about two months. During his ſtay he reviewed the 
York volunteer corps and the other regiments 1n the city. 
is royal highneſs alſo viſited Hull, Scarborough, Whitby, 
Leeds, and Ripon, where he reviewed the regiments 
and volunteer corps lying at theſe places. The pleafing 
condeſcenſion and polite affability of the prince did not 
fail to procure him the warmeſt eltcem of all deſcriptions 
of people in York. On his leaving the city, his royal 
highneſs was pleaſed to expreſs his high ſenſe of the police 
attentions he received during his reſidence there. 

Though foreign to our plan, we cannot avoid giving 
the following amiable trait of the prince's character: 

In his viſit to Ripon, when viewing the minſter, his 
royal highneſs was particularly accoſted by a young wo- 
man : he offered her his purſe, which ſhe refuſed: he then 
deſired her to take out what money ſhe pleaſed ; her mo- 
deity was ſuch that ſhe only took a guinea. The prince, on 
inquiry concerning her, found that ſhe was then but in 
low circumitances, and deranged in her mind, on which 
he ordered a chaiſe, and ſent her to the York Lunatic 


Aſylum, giving directions to the governors ſor her to be 
taken proper care of. | 


Having given a ſhort hiſtory of the principal events 


that have taken place in York, from the earlieſt period to 


the preſent time, we ſhall next proceed to deſcribe the 
places worthy a ſtranger's attention. We may with ſafety 
preſume to ſay there are very few towns which can boaſt 
ſuch monuments of antiquity as York. | 


C4 5 I 


* — c-—— -- — 


. LA . — TX + «4 — 
— 8 222 * — 


rt 3 
Wo. 


THE YORK GUIDE. 


Tux firſt object that attraòts the notice of a ſtranger, 
on his entering the city, is 


THE CATHEDRAL. 


Abc the year 625, when Edwin the Great was con - 
verted to Chriſtianity by Paulinus, archbiſhop of Vork, 
a little oratory of wood was erected, to ſerve for the ſo- 
lemnization of divine ſervice until a more ſuitable one 
was finiſhed. By the archbithop's directions the king 
began to erect a magnificent fabric of ſtone in the place 
where the other ſtood. The building went on very faſt, 
but ſcarcely were the walls erected, when the royal foun- 
der was ſlain in a battle with Cadwallo, king of Wales, 
at Hethfield, now called Hatfield Chace, in Yorkſhire; 
the prelate was forced to fly the country, and the fabric 
left in the naked condition it had juſt arrived to. 

in this manner the church lay neglected ſome time, 
until Oſwald, a ſucceſſor of Edwin's, about the year 632, 
undertook to finiſh what was ſo worthily begun, and lived 
to complete it. But ſcarcely was it brought to this per- 
fection, when Oſwald was ſlain in a battle by Penda, the 
Pagan king of Mercia, and the new-erccted ſtructure well 
nigh demoliſhed. In this ruinous condition Wilfrid found 
it, on his being made archbiſhop of this province in the 
year 669. 'This prelate immediately ſet about, with the 
utmolt vigour, to repair the damages the ahurch had ſuf- 
fered, He repaired the walls, laid on the roof, took 
care to cover all with lead, and glazed the windows, 
After this the church ſtood and flourithed, under the ſuc- 
ceſſire beneficence of its ſpiritual governors, for near 49 
years, 
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years; in which time ſeveral additions and reparations 
mult have been made to it, but what or how, hiſtory is fi- 
lent in, except the library beſtowed on it by archbiſhop 
Eobert ; this extraordinary donation became the rich fur- 
niture of our church about the year 740. 

During the Daniſh invaſions, which were carried on 
with fire and {word quite through the kingdom, our city, 
and conſequently the cathedral, mult have ſhared the ſame 


fate, tho' no account appears of the misfortunes of the latter 


till the year 1069; when the Northurabrians, aided by 
the Danes, ſeeking to throw off the conqueror's tyranni— 
cal yoke, the garriſons in the caſtles, fearing left the 
houſes in the fuburbs ſhould ferve the enemy to ſill up the 
motes and ditches, ſet fire to them; which ſpreading, by 


an accidental wind, farther than it was intended, burnt 


down great part of the city, and with it the cathedral fell 
in almoſt one common ruin. The ancient fabric thus 
deſtroyed and laid in aſhes, the canons of the church were 
expelled from their ſtalls, and the revenues of it ſeized 
into the conqueror's hands; but, after ſome time, having 
made Thomag, his chaplain and treaſurer, archbiſhop of 
the province, he reſtored the temporalities to him; and this 
prelate took poſſeſſion of his church and dioceſe in the 
year 10709, at a time when both were made deſolate and 
near totally deſtroyed. Thomas, however, ſet himſelf 
heartily to work to reſtore them to their former ſplendor. 
'The church he rebuilt much larger and nobler than it was 
before, recalled the baniſhed cccleſiaſtics, filled the vacan- 
cies, and in ſhort eſtabliſhed, in every particular, the fabric 
zu as good, or better condition than ever. ” 

Once more raiſed to grandeur, the church continued in 
Freat proſperity, till the year 1137, when a cafual fire 


began in the city, which burnt down the cathedral again, 
and, along with it, St. Mary's Abbey, and 39 pariſh. 
; | nr : churches, 
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churches. It lay in aſhes all the time of archbiſhop Henry 
Murdac and St. William, until Roger, archbiſhop, an 
I171, began to rebuild the choir, with its vaults, and lived 
to perfect them. Afterwards, in the reign of Henry III. 
Walter Grey, Roger's ſucceſſor, added the ſouth part of 
the croſs-aiſle of the church. | 

About the beginning of the reign of Edward I. an 
1260, John le Romain, treaſurer of the church, began 
and finiſhed the north tranſept, as alſo a handſome ſteeple 
in the midſt. His fon (the archbiſhop) proved yet a 
greater benefaCtor, for hiſtory informs us that, April 7, 
1191, the foundation of the nave of this great church of 
St. Peter was laid from the weſt end eaſtward. 

William de Melton, archbiſhop, was the next founder, 
anno 1320; who getting together good workmen, carried 
on the building his predeceſſor had begun, and ſiniſhed 
the weſt end with the ſteeples, as it now remains. 

Archbiſhop John Thoreſby took down the choir that 
had been built by archbithop Roger, and laid the firſt 
ſtone of the preſent choir in the year 1361. He contri- 
buted 1670l. to the work, and finiſhed it about the year 
1370. 

Walter Skirlaw, prebendary of Fenton, archdeacon of 
the eaſt-riding, and afterwards bithop of the two ſees of 
Lichfield and Durham, begun the preſent ſteeple in 1370, 
and was ſeven or eight years in finiſhing it. 

Having now built our church, it will be neceſſary to 


take a ſurvey of it. The whole pile is in the form of a 


croſs, extending from eaſt to weſt. The following are 
the exact dimenſions. 


| Feet. 

The whole lengh, beſides the buttwetits, 1 18 5242 

Breadth of the eaſt end — — 105 
Breadth of the weſt end — — 109 
Length of the croſs aiſle from north to fouth 222 


Height 


3 
>; 
6 

Dy 

4 
SY 

FS 

wy 

Ki 

1 


5 

EF 
8 
E ? 
N _ 
J 1 
* 4 
EN 
* 
8 
3 
AN 
8 

* 

8 
* 
5 
4 

4 


THE YORE GUIDE. 31 
Feet. 
Height of the lanthorn ſteeple to the vault — 188 
Height of it to the top of the leads — 213 
Ileight of the body of the church _ — 99 
Breadth of the fide aiſles, north and ſouth — 18 
Height of the ſide arches, north and fouth | 42 
From the weſt end to the choir door — 261 
Length of the choir, from the ſteps aſcending to) 105 
the door to the preſent altar- table x 
Breadth of the choir — 462 
From the choir- door to the eaſt end — 222 
Height of the eaſt window — — 75 
The breadth of it _ „ 
Height of the chapter-houſe to the canopy 67 
The diameter of it | 03 
Length of the library 3 —— 34 
The breadth of it — — 227 
Length of the treaſury — — 30 
The breadth of it — — — 20 
Length of the inner veſtry — — 30 
The breadth of it — — 23 
Length of the veſtry — 44% 
The breadth of it —.— — 22; 
Height of the partition-wall near the organ, which | - 
TY 24 
divides the choir from the church 


THE CHAPTER-HOUSE. 


TO begin with the outbuildings, we muſt firſt enter 
upon a deſcription of the chapter-houſe, which diſdains to 
allow an equal, in Gothic architecture, in the univerſe. 
There is ſome difficulty to aſcertain the time of erecting 


this magnificent ſtructure, the remaining records of the 


church bearing no account thereof. But by the ſtyle of 
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architecture of which it is compoſed, it looks to be as an- 
cient as any part of the church, and exactly correſponds, 
in taſte, to that part of the fabric begun and finiſhed by 
Walter Grey. And, indeed, if we may be allowed to 
gueſs at the fqunder, that prelate ſtands the faireſt for it. 
The pillars which ſurround the dome are of the fame kind of 
marble as thoſe which ſupport his tomb : but what ſeems 
to put the matter out of diſpute, is the picture of an arch- 
biſhop, betwixt thoſe of a king and a queen, over the en- 
trance; which, by having a ſerpent under his feet, into 
the mouth of which his croſier enters, exactly correſponds 
with the like repreſentation of Walter Grey on his monu- 
ment. 

The whole pile of this building is an octagon of fixty- 
three feet diameter; the height of it, to the middle knot 
of the roof, is ſixty-ſeven feet ten inches, unfupported by 
any pillar, and entirely dependent upon one pin, or plug, 
geometrically placed in the centre. Lhe outſide, however, 
is ſtrongly ſupported by eight buttreſſes. The whole roof 
has been richly painted with the effigies of kings, princes, 
&c. and large ſilver knots of carved wood at the uniting 
of the timbers ; all which are now much defaced and ſul- 
lied by time. Over this is a ſpire of timber-work, co- 
vered with lead, excellent in its kind. 

The entrance from the church to this noble room is in 
the form of a maſon's ſquare. Againſt the pillar, be- 
twixt the two doors, ſtands an image of ſtone of the Vir- 
gin, with our Saviour in her arms, trampling on the ſer- 
pent. The image, with the drapery, is ſomewhat elegant, 
and has been all richly gilt; but it bears a mark of thoſe 
times which made even ſtone ſtatues feel their malice.— 


On entering the houſe, the firſt things that are obſerved 


are the canons' ſeats, placed quite round the dome, which 


are all arched over, every arch being ſupported by ſmail 
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marvie pillars, which are ſet at a due diſtance round, and | 
leparate the ſtalls. Over theſe arches, which are built 
like canopies, runs a gallery about the houſe, exquiſitely 
carved, and has been ſo richly gilt and painted, as to be 
above deſcription. The chapiters or capitals of theſe 

; ſmall marble pillars have ſuch a variety of carved fancies on 

F them, alluding in ſome places to the ridicule the regular 

| ciergy were always fond-of expreſſing againſt the ſeculars; 
in others to hiſtory, with ſtrange conceits of the over— 
witty workmen of the age, that it is impoſſible to which 
ſtall to give the preference. 

The eight ſquares of the octagon have each a noble 
light window in them, adorned with coats of arms, pen- 
nances, and other devices, except one ſquare, which is 
joined to the other building over the entrance; and this 
has been painted with the repreſentations of ſaints, kings, 3 
bithops, &c. The three figures in the midſt, we take to 
be Archbiſhop Walter Grey, ſtanding between Henry III. 
and his queen, At the baſe of this ſquare were placed 
the images of the twelve apoſtles, with that of the Virgin 
and the child Jeſus in the midſt of them. Tradition aſ- 
ſures us, that theſe images were all of ſolid ſilver double 
gilt; the apoſtles were about a foot high, but that of the 
Virgin mult have been near two feet, as appears by the 
marks where they ſtood. 

'Che limits of this publication will not permit us to en- 
ter upon a deſcription of the imagery and arms, in beau- 
tiful painted glaſs, of the nobility and gentry of England, 
who were originally contributors to the charge of ereCt- 

ing this part of the cathedral, and which are til preſerved 
in the windows of this Place. 
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THE VESTRY 


Toixs to the ſouth fide of the church; it has a council- 
room and treaſury contiguous to it. In this laſt were 
kept all the rents, revenues, grants, and charters, with the 
common ſeal belonging to the church; and had a parti- 
cular ofticer to inſpect and take care of them. 

The council-room, or inner veſtry, where his grace of 
York robes himſelf when he comes to his cathedral, is a 
convenient place, rendered warm and commodious for the 
clergy to adjourn to from the chapter-houfe in cold wea- 
ther. In it is a large preſs, where are kept thoſe acts and 
and regiſters of the church, which they want more imme- 
mediately to conſult on theſe occaſions. 

In the wall of the ſouth corner of the veſtry-room is a 
well of excellent water, called St. Peter's Well. Oppoſite 
is a great cheſt, of a triangular figure, ſtrongly bound 
with iron bars; which by its ſhape, muſt have once ſerved 
to lay the copes and prieſts' veſtments in. Along the 
north fide are ſeveral large cupboards in the wall, in 
which formerly were locked up the church's plate, and 
other valuable things, but at preſent they are only enriched 
with the following curioſities : A canopy of ſtate, of gold 
tiſſue, and two {mall coronets of filver gilt, which were 
given by the city for the honour of king James I. at his 
coming out of Scotland to this place, in his progreſs 
to London ; and the ſamous horn, if we may ſo call it, 
made of an clephant's tooth, which is indeed the greateſt 
antiquity the church can exhibit. 

This horn Mr. Camden particularly mentions as a mark 
of a ſtrange way of endowment formerly uſed ; and from 
an old book, as he terms it, gives us this quotation about 
it — “ Ulphus, the ſon of Toraldus, governed the weſt 
& part of Deira, and by reaſon of a difference like to hap- 
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* pen betwixt his eldeſt ſon and his youngeſt, about his 
* lordihips when he was dead, preſently took this courſe 
* to make them equal; without delay he went to York, 
** and taking the horn, wherein he was wont to drink, 
* with him, he filled it with wine, and kneeling on his 
* knees before the altar, beitowed upon God and the 
« blefled St. Peter all his lands tenements,” &c. 

The church of York ought to pay a high veneration to 
this horn, ſeveral lands belonging to it being ſtill called de 
Terra Ulphi;, and before the Reformation it was hand- 
ſomely adorned with gold, and was pendant in a chain 
of the ſame metal. Theſe ornaments were the occaſion 
of its being taken away at that time; for it is plain by Mr. 
Camden's words, that the horn was not there in his days : 
« I was informed,” ſays he, “that tliis great curioſity was 
&« kept in the church till the latt age.” We are not there- 


fore to blame the civil wars for this piece of pillage for 


a principal actor in them, Thomas Lord Fairfax, was the 
occaſion of its being preſerved and reſtored to the church. 
Where it had lain, or where he got it, 1s uncertain; but, 
ſtripped of its golden ornanients, it was returned by 
Henry Lord Fairfax, his ſucceſſor. The chapter thought 
fit to decorate it a-new, and to beſtow the following in« 
ſcription to the memory of the reſtorer upon it — 


CORNU HOC, VLPHIS, IN OCCIDENTALI PARTE 


'DEIRA PRINCEPS, VNA CVM OMNIBVS TERRI1S 
ET REDDITIBVS SVIS OLLM DONAYIT. 


AMISSVM VEL AREPTUM 
 HENRICVS DOM. FAIRFAX DEMVM RESTITVIT, 
Duc. ET CAPIT. DE NOVO ORNAVIT 
„ A, Do M. Det. 


There is alſo a large, rich, and ſuperb paſtoral ſtaff of 
tilver, about ſeven feet in length, with a virgin and a 
„ . 9 5 young 
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young Saviour in her arms placed within the bend of it; 
under which, on one fide, are engraven the arms of Ka- 
therine of Portugal, queen-dowager of England, who 
gave this ſtaff to one Smith, her confeſlor, nominated to 
be the Popiſh archbiſhop of York by James II. in the year 


1687. On the other fide are Smith's family coat of arms, 


with a mitre and croſier, and a cardinal's cap over them; 
ſo confident was this man in his expectations of being 
raiſed to that dignity; which, however, he was ſo far 
from attaining, that within a little time this magnificent 
enſign of his paſtoral office was wreited from him by a 
party headed by the earl of Danby, afierwards duke of 


Leeds, when he was marching in a folemn proceſſion 


from the public Romith chapel in the manor, near St. 
Mary's abbey, to the cathedral of Vork; where his in- 
fluence, at that time had ſo far prevailed as to have the 
great weſt doors opened to receive him. This ſtaff was 
afterwards depoſited in the hands of the dean and chap- 


ter. 


In taking up the old pavement in 1736, the following 
rings were found, which are ſtill kept in the veſtry, and 
ſhewn by the vergers among the other curiolities, viz. 
Archbiſhop Sewall's, who died a 1258, a plain ruby 
ſet in gold. —Archbiſhop Greenfield's, who died anno 
1315, a plain ruby ſet in gold. —Archbiſhop Bowet's, 
who died anno 1423, a compoſition ſet in gold, with this 
motto, Honnor et Foy.” —Archbiſhop Neville's, who died 
anno 1476, a ſapphire ſet in gold. —Archbiſhop Lee's, who 


died anno 1544, glaſs ſet in copper gilt. 


The place which is now called the veſtry was not an- 
ciently ſuch, but a chapel begun by archbiſhop Zouch ; 


who, we are told, laid the foundation of a chapel, about 


the year 1350, in which he intended to have been buried; 
but, dying before it was finiſhed, he was interred elſe- 
| NE where, 
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where. This chapel is ſaid to have been erected on the 

ſouth ſide of the church: At the new erecting of the 
1 . 

choir it was taken down, but rebuilt at the charge of 

Archbiſhop Zouch's executors. 


THE LIBRARY 


18 a building adjoining to the church on the ſouth fide, 
being a chamber of an oblong ſquare over another room 
now made ufe of for the ſinging-fchool. Moſt of the vo- 
lumes were the gift of Mrs. Matthews, the relict of Toby 
Matthews, archbiſhop, whoſe fon, Sir 'Foby, having been 
diſinherited by his father, was probably the reaſon that 
the mother beſtowed her huſband's books, to the number 
of 3000 volumes, on the church. 

Thomas, the ſirſt archbiſhop of this ſee of that name, 
amongſt his other great benefactions to this church, is ſaid 
to have repleniſhed the library, juſt then deſtroyed, with 
good and uſeful books. But theſe alſo underwent the 
{ame fate with the fabric, being both conſumed in the fire 
which happened in the city anzo $127, in the reign of 
Stephen. We cannot find after this, that the church was 
remarkable for a collection of books, till the great gilt of 
Mrs. Matthews once more gave it the name of a library. 

The books are methodically digeſted into claſſes, ac- 
cording to the various learning they treat of, and a cata— 
logue made of them. This was done by the care of Dr. 
Comber, then precentor of the church. They have ſince 


been augmented; and lately, by the bequeſt of Dean 


Finch, have received the addition of the © Fædera Anpli- 
rana,“ in 17 tomes, and other ſcarce books. The library is 
_chieily remarkable for ſeveral valuable tracts in divinity 
and hiſtory; ſome manuſcripts, amongſt which is a 
„ Tully de Inventione, ad Herrenium,“ very perfect, and in 
2 molt neat character; bibles and pſaltersz the original 
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egiſter of St. Mary's Abbey at York. But the manu- 
fcripts that are moſt valuable, to this library eſpecially, 
are Mr. Torre's painful collections, from the original re- 
cords, of all the eccleſiaſtical aſfairs relating to this church 
and diocefe. The fine collection of the late Rev. Mr. 
Marmaduke Fothergill was alfo lately added to this library; 
fo that it now contains a body of manuſcripts, particularly 
in the Engliſh ritual and liturgical way, equal to moſt li- 
braries in the kingdom. 

Having deſcribed the out-buildings more iminediately 
belonging to the church, we ſhall proceed to take an ex- 
ternal view of the fabric. 

The front, or weſt end, conſiſts of two uniform ſteeples, 
running up to the fetting on of their ſquare tops, in ten 
ſeveral contractions, all cloiſtercd for imagery. Indeed 
«his part of the church has loſt much of its beauty, by 
being robbed of a vaſt number of curious ſtatues which 
once adorned it, the pedeſtals and niches of which look 


bare without them; but {till it carries a grandeur inex- 


prellible. On the top of the great doors ſits the figure of 
Archbithop William de Melton, principal founder of this 
part of the church; but the image is much abuſed. Below, 
and on cach fide of the double doors, are the ſtatues of 
Robert le Vavaſour and Robert de Percy; the forraer of 
whom gave the uſe of his quarry at Tadcaſter, for the 
maſonry, and the other his wood at Bolton for the rooling 
vi the building. 

In the arch over the gate is the ſtory of Adam and Eve 
in Paradiſe, with their expulſion, in fine tracery-work. 
This gate coniifts of double doors, which are ſeldom opened 


but at funerals, or for the reception of an archbiſhop in 
ſolemn procetlion for inſtallation. At the baſis of each ot 


the towcrs are two imaller doors, daily open for entrance 
into the church at this end of the fabric. 
4 In 
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In the ſouth tower formerly hung a ring of twelve bells, 
which the prefent worthy dean, Dr. Fountayne, in 1765, 
took down, and exchanged for a new ſet of ten bells, 
which are allowed to be as complete a peal as any in the 
kingdom. 

In taking a view of the ſouth fide of the church, we 
firſt obſerve fx tall pinnacles, which have been raiſed as 
well for buttreſſes to the upper building of the nave, as 
ornaments; though now all the articles which joined them 
are taken away, we ſuppoſe, not being thought of any 
ſervice. Towards the top of each of theſe pinnacles are 
cells for images, which are yet ſtanding in them. The 
four to the weil we take to be the repreſentations of the 
four cvangeliſts; the next, Chriſt with the paſchal lamb; 
and the laſt, an archbiſhop ; probably, from his juvenile 
look, the peculiar ſaint of this church, St. William. 

'The ſouth entrance 1s aſcended to by ſeveral courſes of 
ſteps; and tradition aſſures us, there was once as great an 
aſcent to the weſt door: If ſo, the ground has been much 
raiſed at that end, the foil being now level with the pave- 
ment of the church. However, this might happen from 
the vaſt quantity of chippings of ſtone, which not only 
ſerved to level this part, but was alſo uſed to raiſe the 
foundations of all the houſes on that ſide, as the ground, 
when dug into, ſuſſiciently teſtifies, it being near two 
yards deep before the natural foil can be come at. Over 
this entrance formerly hung the bell for calling to prayers, 
but in the time of Dean Finch, it was removed to the top 
of the lanthorn ſteeple. A little ſpiral turret, called the 
fiddler's turret, from the image of a fiddler on the top of 
it, was taken many years ago from another part of the 
building, and placed on the ſummit of this end, which 
has added much to its decoration. Over the doors, by the 
care of the fame dean, was alſo placed a handſome dial, 
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both horary and ſolar, below which two images uſed to 
ſtrike the quarters on two ſma'!l bells, till the chimes were 
taken down in 1752, and the new clock put up. 

Eaftward is preſented to the view, the fine additional 
building erected by Archbiſhop Thoreſby, being all tlie 
choir-end of the cathedral. It is eafily diſcernible, by 
the outſide, that this part is much newer, as well as of a 
nobler Gothic taſte, than the weſt end. At the toy of 
the fineſt window in the world, {its the archbiſhop, mitred 
and robed, in his archicpiſcopal chair, having in his left 
and the repreſentation of a. church, and ſeeming to point 
to the window with his left. At the baſis of this noble 


light are the heads of the twelve apoſtles, with our Sa- 


viour in the middle. At the ſouth corner is the head of a 
king crowned, detigned, no doubt, for Edward III. in 
whoſe time this ſtructure was erected; and at the norte? 
a mitred biſhop projects, which can repreſent none like- 
lier than the founder. On each ſide of this end alſo ſtand 
the ſtatues of Percy and Vavaſour armed, their ſhiclds of 
arnis hanging by them. 

The next part of the fabric we raiſe our eyes to, is 
the grand tower, or lanthorn-lte-ple, fo called, we pretume, 
from its reſemblance to that luminary. It is a ſquare 


building, ſupported on the iniide by four large mally pil- 


lars of ſtone, which make four arches. On the ſouth- 


welt angle is now placed a cupola ior the prayer-bell to 
hang ing but this ſtructure is really a deformity, being of 
a different order from the reſt of the church, and only 
taking up one corner of the ſquare; however, by tae 
advantage of this fituation, the ſound of the bell may be 
heard ſome miles from the city. The motto upon it, in 
the following diſtich, alludes to its ringing early in the 
ms for prayers, viz. at fix o'clock in ſummer and 
ſeven in winter 

5 Surge 
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« Riſe quickly, naſte, *tis time to ſtir Or all; 


© Why fſleepeit thou? Awake when 1 do call,” 


In the year 1666, by order of the Duke of Buckingham 
a turret of wood was erected on this {tceple, covered with 
lead and glazed. This was to ſerve as a beacon to alarm 
the country in caſe the Dutch or French, with both whom 
this country was then at war, 4houl attempt to land on 
Gur coaſts. 

In 1-53 the two chapels next the clock were fitted up 
for early prayers, after a diſuſe of near half a century. In 
that neareſt the clock, the dean and chapter's court is alſo 


held. 
THE CHOIR, 
On that part of the church which is dedicated to divine 


ſervice, is ſeparated from the reſt of the building by a 
thick partition-wall; the front of which is adorned with 


various mouldings of curious workmanihip in ſtone; 


among the reſt is a row of the c{hgies of our kings from 
the conqueſt to Henry VI. whoſe ſtatue was taken down 
by the orders of the archbiſhop then in being, in compli— 
ment to his enemy and ſucceſſor Edward IV. The cell 
remained empty till the reign of James I. at whole firſt 
coming to York, the dean and chapter filled it with his 
figure. It is obſervable that his name is put underneath, 
* Facobus Primus, Rex Ang.” we tuppole in diſtinction 
to the Sixth of Scotland, as it was otherwile improper to 
ityle him Firſt of England. 

In the midſt of this ſcreen is placed the door into | the 
choir, which, together with the paſſage, is wrought with 
curious mouldings and carvings. Ou the centre of the 


roof is a very neat piece of imagery of the Virgin, with 
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her arms acroſs her breaſt, and adored by three little an- 
gels. The door itſelf was formerly wood-work, but of 
late years a handſome iron one was given, painted and 
gilded, by Mrs. Mary Wadesford. The two fide aiſles 
have alſo each of them a handſome door of iron-work, 
placed there at the ſole charge of the late Dean Finch. 
The organ is now placed over the choir-door, where it 
anciently ſtood : By order of Charles I. it was removed 
and placed oppoſite the archbiſhop's throne; his mazeſty 
giving for reaſon, that it ſpoiled the beit proſpect in the 
world, of the fine eaſt window from the body of the 
church; it was brought back in the year 1768, Archbilhop 
Lamplugh and the Earl of Stafford contributing to the 
charge of it. The organ has lately been much improved; 
and in the year 1754, the fronts of the ſtalls at the weſt 
end of the choir were raiſed and decorated in a taſte con- 
formable to the reſt of the building. 

The choir is ſtill adorned with its ancient wood-work, 
carved and ſet up with cluſters of knotted pinnacles of 
different heights, in which are a great number of ſmall 
cells, which have had images of wood in them for greater 
decoration. Under theſe are the ſtalls for the canons, &c. 
beginning with the dean's {tall on the right hand, and the 
precentor's on the left, each being aſſigned to a particular 
dignitary by a written label over it. 

The eagle of braſs, from which the leſſons are read, 
bears this infcription ; | 


\ THO. CRACROFT, s. T. p. 
AQUILAM HANC, EX ARE CONFLATUM 
IN USUM ET ORNATUM | 
CATHEDRALIS TEMPLI EBOR. 
DIVO PETRO SACRL _ 
CANTULIT 
M.DC.LXXXVI. 
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The aſcent from the body of the church, through the 
choir to the altar, is by a gradation of fifteen ſteps. The 
altar received a conſiderable improvement, as to its ſitua- 
tion, in the year 1726, by taking away a large wooden 
{creen, which almoit ob{tructed the view of the eaſt win- 
dow. This icreen was handiomely painted and gilt, and 
had a door at each end, which opened into a place behind 
the altar, where anciently the archbiſhops uſed to robe 
themſelves at the time of their inthronizations, and thence 
proceeded to the high altar, where they were inveſted 
with the pall. On the top of this curious icreen was a 
gallery for muſic, as is uſual in Popiſh churches for the 
celebration of high maſs. At the taking away of this, the 
altar was taken back one arch, to a {tone ſcreen behind it, 
which now not only thews a beauty itſelf, that was hid 
before, but alſo opens a proſpect of one of the nobleſt 

lights in the world. In the year 1760, the prefent 
dean, cauſed the tapeſtry to be taken from the altar- 
ſcreen, which is a magnificent piece of Gothic archi- 
tecture, 49 feet in length and 28 feet in height. It con- 
filts of eight Gothic arches, filled up with beautiful tra- 
cery in the manner of windows, with piers and pinnacles 
between, which ſupport a cornice, aud upon that are 
battlements enriched with jracery and ſhields. All the 
openings are now glazed with plate-glaſs to the ſpringing 
of the arches, with bars of gilded copper. By the curious 
this is eſteemed one of the greateſt beauties of the 
church. | | 


In winter, from All Saints to Candlemas, the choir is 


illuminated, at evening-ſervice, by ſeveral large branches, 


beſides a ſmall wax candle fixed at every other ſtall. 
There is nothing more to be deſcribed in the choir but 

what is common to other cathedrals; and we ſhall be leſs 

particular in our deſcription of the other parts of the 
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church, as a view of the building will give the rcader a 
nuch better idea of it than words can pretend to. Fron: 
the great well.entrance we count ſeven pillars on a fide tc 
the lanthorn, which form eight arches: the two firſt ſcrve 
as a baſis to the higheſt, lighteſt, ung moſt extenſive arch 
in the world, which ſupports great part of the weight ol 


? 


two ſteeples. Over the other arches are placed the arms 


of the principal benefactors to the fabric, one on each ſidg. 
On 55 top of theſe arches runs an open gallery on bath 
ſides the nave, and exactly over the joining of each for- 
merly ſtood an image, in ſtone, of the tutelar ſaints or 
patrons of the different nations in Europe, which are ali 
taken down, except St. George, who was left on account 
of an idle {tory relating to him, oppoſite a dragon's head. 
Over theſe are the windows of the middle aiſle, which are 
adorned with imagery and divers coats of arms. 

The roof of the nave is wood, the ribs or groins of 
which compoſe a moſt curious tracery, adorned with large 
carved knots, which have been gilded, and are in the na- 
ture of key-iones to ſupport the work. Each of theic 
knots repreſents ſome part of ſacred hiſtory, or beauti- 


ful Gothic foliage“. The reſt of the wood-work has been 


formerly painted a iky colour, but the late dean cauſed it 
to be all waſhed over White; and at this time (1796) the 
preſent dean bas given directions for the ceiling of the 
great aiſte, from the caſt to the welt window, and of the 
ſouth and north croſs alles, together with that of the 
loſty lanthorn ſteeple, to be taken away, and to be replaced 
vith one reſembling ſtone. This laborious work is nearly 
N 3 and the internal part of the cathedral having 
undergone a thorough repair, gives the effect of this an- 
cient and magniſicent ſtructure in its perfect ſtate. 


* For a more particular account of the internal beauties of this edifice, 
we refer our readers to the “ Deſcription of. Gothic Ornaments,” now 


publiſhing | 7 the ang zenlous Mr. H.: ilfy enn; of örk. 
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In the great window at the weſt end of the church are 
depicted in full proportion the firſt eight archbiſhops and 
eight ſaints of the church. The ſide- aiſles are arched 
with ſtone, the ſpondils, as the workmen call them, being 
ſtone plaſtered over. The Enots at the angles have been 
curiouſly carved and painted. Over each of the entrances 
into theſe aifles arc repreſentations of hunting and killing 
of wild beaſts, in a fort of ba/ſe-relero. 

The ſouth end is enlightened by fix windows; that at 
the top is the molt remarkable. It is a fine piece of ma- 
ſonry in form of a marigold; from whence it is called the 
Marigold Window, its coloured glaſs repreſenting the 
image of that flower. This window has, for ſome time 
pail, been half obſcured by the projection of the roof; 
but it is intended to raiſe the ceiling at that end of the 
church, ſo as to preſent to the eye a perfect view of the 
whole circle of this beautiful light. 

What may jultly be called the wonder of the world, 
both for maſonry and glazing, is the noble eaſt window. 
It is very near the height and breadth of the middle 
choir. The upper part is a piece of admirable tracery, 
below which are 117 partitions, repreſenting ſo much of 
holy writ, that it almoit takes in the whole hiſtory of the 
Bible. This window was begun to be glazed, at the ex- 
pence of the dean and chapter, in 1405, who contracted with 


John Thornton, of Coventry, glazier, to execute it. He 


was to receive for his own work, 4s. a week, and to finiſh 
the whole in leſs than three years. 

The north end is beautified with five noble lights which 
conſtitute one large window, and reach almoll from top 
to bottom of this end. This window has been called the 
Jewiſh window, but for what reaton we know not : There 
is alſo a tradition that five maiden filters were at the ex- 
pence of thele lights; the painted glaſs in them repreſent- 


ing 
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ing a kind of embroidery or needle-work, might perhaps 
give occaſion for this ſtory. Theſe windows are of a very 
uncommon make, and are each about fifty feet high and 
five broad, In 1715 a ſmall border of clear glaſs was run 
round their edge, which adds much to their beauty. 

The creat tower, or lanthorn-ſteeple, is founded on four 
great piliars, each compoſed of cluſters of round columns 
gradually leſs as they conjoin the body of it. Over the four 
great arches theſe pillars make, are placed eight coats of 
arms, two and two of a fide. On the weſt the arms of Eng- 
land, the feurs de lis diſtinguiſhed, with the arms of Edward 
the Confeſſor. On the caſt, the ancient bearing of York and 
St. Wilfrid. On the north, the arms aſſigned to the two 
Saxon kings Edwin and Edmund the Martyr. And on 
the ſouth, the peculiar arms of the church, and thoſe of 
Walter Skirlaw, the peculiar benefactor to this part of the 
building. The arms of England ſhew that this ſteeple 
was not finiſhed till the reign of Henry V. or VI. who 
were the firſt who altered the old French bearing. Over 
theſe arms are ſeveral flowers, cherubims, and cloiſtered 
cells for images. The windows are eight in number, two 
on a fide; and the roof is adorned with tracery, arch- 
wiſe. 

'There are a great number of elegant monuments in the 
cathedral, but the limits of this publication will not allow 
us to enter into a deſcription of them, we thall only 
obſerve, that a very beautiful one has been erected, 
within a few years, to the memory of the late Sir George 
Savile, Bart.—the workmanſhip of that able artiſt Mr. 


John Fiſher, of York, 


THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS 


NEx'r claim the attention of the traveller. For the 
purchaſing the ground, and erecling this magnificent 
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ſtructure, 5000l. and upward were raiſed by ſubſcription, 
in ſhares of 251. and gol. each, by the nobility and gentry 
of the city and county, and ſeveral other parts of the 
kingdom. They were the deſign of Richard the late 
Earl of Burlington. 

At the front is a portico, depending upon columns of 
ſtone. There is a door and ſtair-caſe on each fide of this 
entrance; both lead to the top of the leads, or down into 
the cellars, which are neatly arched, and have fire-places. 
In the cellar on the north fide may be ſeen a part of the 
foundation-itone, which bears the following inſcription: 


IMP. GEORGIO AUG. II. 


RICHARDUS 
COMES de BURLINGTON, - 
Hujus Urbis Præſes, 
Sxculi M ACENAS, 
Has Ades 
Erexit: 


Quo Publici exhibeantur Ludi 
Quo proceres undique confluant, - 
Quo artes effloreſcant liberals, 
Quò (dilatante negotio) Gloria Priſtina 
Novo EBOR ACI Splendore 
Obumbretur. 


Ab hoc Die Natali 
CAROLTN X 
Reginz Sereniſhme Noſtræ 
Mar. 1 A... D. . MDCCXXX. 
Stabit 
Brigantum EPOCHA. 
The grand room is an antique Egyptian hall from Pal. 


ladio, 112 feet in length, the breadth 40, and 40 the height. 
. ETD This 
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This room conſiſts of two orders, viz. the lower part, 
with 44 columns and capitals, and an elegant cornice, 
complete the Corinthian order. The upper part is after 
the Compoſite, richly beautified with feſtoons, imitating 
oak leaves and acorns, hkewiſe a beautiful cornice, cu- 
rioully enriched with carved work. From the top deſcend 
13 luſtres of crown glaſs, each carrying 18 candles; but 
more particularly in the centre is a luſtre, moſt curiouſly 
carved, being the gift of the Earl of Burlington. The 
entrance is at the eaſt end. 

Upon the right hand is the common aſſembly-room, in 
length 66 fcet, in breadth 22 feet, and 22 in height. In 
the ceiling is curious fret-work, the deſign of the Karl of 
Burlington. | 

At the end of the laſt mentioned room, is an entrance 
into another, built in the form of a cube, defigned as a 
tea-room for the ladies, The length, breadth, and height 
ot this room 1s 21 feet. 

At the other end, eaſtward, near the grand entrance, 1s 
a circular room, 21 feet in diameter, with a cupola, to the 
top of Which is 45 feet. This is deſigned for the gentle- 
men's public gaming-room. 

Upon the left hand is a room 43 feet long, 15 feet 
broad, and 15 feet high, deſigned for the grand tea- rom; 
beyond which are cloſets, drawing-rooms, &c. and near it 
_ z pleaſant ſpring of water. 

The veſtibule, or grand entrance, is (as a room) 32 feet 
jong, 21 bioad, and 21 high. To the right and left arc 
preparative roonis, each 22 fect long and 19 broad. 


THE THEATRE. 


Ar the upper end of Blakeſtreet ſtands the theatre, 
erected in 1770 by Mr. Baker, and which his ſucceflor, 
Tate 
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in one of theſe, being neatly wainſcotted, the lord- mayor 
daily fits to redreſs grievances, and 1s called the Inner 
Room. In this room is placed the muſquetry of the city, 
proper for equipping four companies of men, conſiſting 
of 7o each. 

The court of the lord preſident of the north was for- 
merly held in this hall. The window over the lord- 
mayor's court is adorned with the city's arms, ſword, 
mace, and cap of maintenance, and the emblems of Juſtice 
and Mercy, in fine painted glaſs, the work of Mr. Edmund 
Gyles, late of this city. In the Inner Room is a very 
beautiful painting on glaſs, of Juſtice in a triumphal car, 
done and preſented to the corporation by that eminent 
artiſt, the late Mr. William Peckitt, of York. 


THE CIRCULATING LIBRARY 


 HTANDS about the middle of Stonegate ; ; it conſiſts of 
2 large ſelection of books, in modern literatures which 
are lent out to read on moderate terms. 


OUSE-BRIDGE, 


WiIIch, as Mr. Camden remarks, is a noble one indeed: 
It conſiſts of five arches; the middlemoſt arch is 81 feet, 
or 27 yards wide from the firſt ſpring of the arch, and 17 
high, and was eſteemed, formerly, one of the largeſt in 
Europe. The reaſon this arch was carried on to this ex- 
traordinary dimenſion, was to prevent the like accident 
from happening which overturned the old bridge in 15643 
when, by a ſharp froſt, great ſnow, and a ſudden thaw, 
the water roſe to a valt height, and the prodigious weight 
of the ice and flood drove down two arches of the bridge, 
by which twelve houſes were deſtroyed, and many perſons 
_ drowned. 'T he bridge continued unrepaired ſome time, 
till 
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till a proper ſum could be levied, when it was rebuilt in 
the manner it now ſtands.— This is the hiſtory of the new 
bridge, but of what antiquity the old one was we cannot 
learn. 

In 1154 William, archbiſhop of York, made his firſt 
entry into the city, when the bridge (then built entirely 
of timber) being ſo crowded with the multitudes who 
came to meet him, it gave way, and a great many fell 
into the river; but, by the prayers of the archbiſhop, not one 
of the company periſhed ! Stone bridges ſoon after coming 

into uſe, this ſeems take its date from about 1235; for 

we find that Walter Grey, then archbiſhop, granted a 
brief for the rebuilding of Ouſebridge, moſt probably 
of ſtone, by charitable contributions. 

On the bridge ſtands the great council-chamber of the 
city, near which the records were kept, till of late years 
they were removed to the guildhall. The exchequer and 
ſheriffs' courts were continued here till the year 1778, 


when the latter was alſo removed to the guildhall. Beneath 
is the priſon for felons belonging to the city, commonly 


called the Kidcote: on the oppoſite fide of the ſtreet is the 
gaol for debtors, built at the expence of the city and 
ainſty in 1724. The old priſon on this fide was erected 
In 1575, at which time another arch was added to the 
bridge by way of ſupport to it; but being become ex- 
ceedingly ruinous, it was taken down and rebuilt. 

At the foot of the bridge, on the eaſt fide of the river, 
is a convenient quay or wharf, commonly called the 
King's Staith, ſtrongly walled and paved, for lading and 
unlading goods and merchandiſe, which had gone greatly 
to decay, but in the year 1774 it was new-paved and re- 
paired. 
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THE CASTLE 


IS ſituated at the confluence of the rivers Ouſe and 
Foſs. The Foſs formerly was drawn in a deep mote 
quite round it, and made it inacceſſible except by two 
draw-bridges; the largeſt of which led to the ancient 
great gate from the county on the ſouth; the other from 
the city on the north. About the year 1734, the latter 
was rebuilt in a handſome manner, and is at preſent the 
only entrance into the caſtle, except a ſmall poitern near 
the mills. The paſſage to the caſtle from the end cf 
Caſtlegate being very narrow and inconvenient, was Wi- 
dened by ſubſcription in 1765, and the foundation of the 
bridge (which ſtood where the city's arms are now placed) 
was then dug up. 

Hiſtory informs us that there was a caſtle in York long 
before the Conqueror's time, which is ſuppoſed to have 
been in the place called Old Baile. This, therefore, we 
believe was built, but probably on a Roman ſoundation, 
by William I. and made ſtrong in order to keep the citi- 
zens and Northumbrians in awe. It was the place of re- 
ſidence for the high-ſheriffs of the county, for ſome age 
after. 

The ancient towers of the caſtle, (which, after it was 
diſmantled of a garriſon, became a county-priſon for 
felons, debtors, &c.) being by age rendered exceedingly 
ruinous, and a miſerable gaol, were wholly taken down, 
and the preſent moiſt magnificent ſtructure erected in 
1701. In the left wing is a handſome chapel, neatly and 
beautifully adorned with ſuitable furniture. The Whole 
pile was carricd on by a tax of threepence per pound on 
all lands, &c. within the county, purſuant to an act of 
Parliament obtained for that purpoſe, 
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In tlie ſpacious area is a noble priſon for debtors, Which 
does honour to the county. It is on a floor (atcended t 
by a finc light of ſtone eps) on which arc eleven rooms, 
full ſixteen feet ſquare, and near twelve high. Above 
hefe is the fame number of rooms; One or two of them 
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of the county, was opened at the ſummer-aſſizes in 1777. 
lt is a ſuperb building of the Ionic order, 150 feet in 
length, and 45 feet in breadth, ſituate on the welt fide of 
the area. In the ſouth end is the court for the trial of 
priſoners, and in tie north the court of niſi prius. Zach 
of theſe is 30 feet in diameter, crowned with a dome 40 
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In the ſpacious area is a noble priſon for debtors, which 
does honour to the county. It is on a floor (aſcended to 
by a fine flight of ſtone ſteps) on which are eleven rooms, 
full ſixteen feet ſquare, and near twelve high. Above 
theſe is the ſame number of rooms; one or two of them 
for common-ſide debtors. On the ground-floor are the 
gaolers) apartments, &c. 

The felons' court-yard is down five ſteps between the 
two wings; in it is a ſpacious day-room for men. The 
women: felons are kept quite ſeparate; they have a day 
and two night-rooms. "The condemned-room for the wo- 
men is in another part of the priſon. 

The Baſilica, or new county-hall, built at the expence 
of the county, was opened at the ſummer-aſſizes in 1777. 
It is a ſuperb building of the Ionic order, 150 feet in 
length, and 45 feet in breadth, ſituate on the weſt ſide of 
the area. In the ſouth end is the court for the trial of 
priſoners, and in the north the court of nf prius. Each 
of theſe is 3o feet in diameter, crowned with a dome 40 
feet in height, which is ſupported by 12 Corinthian co- 
lumns; adjoining are proper rooms for the grand and 
petit juries, and other neceſſary apartments. The entrance 
into this building 1s by a loggio of fix columns, 3o feet in 
height, over which are placed the king's arms, an elegant 
ſtatue of Juſtice, and other emblematical figures. 

In the year 1780, an additional building was erected 
under the direction of Mr. Carr, of York, in order to re- 
medy many inconveniences which the humane Mr. 
Howard obſerved in the old gaol. This building conliſts 
of ſeveral ſpacious arched cells for the confinement of fe- 
lons for petty and other offences, ſeparate from the more 
notorious offenders; apartments for work-rooms, and for 
the confinement of women and debtors ; diſtin hoſpital- 
rooms for the men and women; and apartments for the 
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of aſſize, county records, &c. The fabric extends in 
length 1c; feet; in the front is a handſome Ionic colon- 
ade or loggio, ſimilar to that in the front of the court of 
juſtice, which is very convenient for the priſoners to work 
or walk in. 

The area of the caſtle is very conſiderable for a priſon 
the walls are about 1100 yards in circumference, and the 
priſoners having the liberty of walking in it, renders their 
conſinement leſs irkſome and more healthy. The place 
is well ſupplied with excellent water. 

At the diſtance of 77 feet from the caſtle-gate, on the 
outſide, (the extent of the city's liberties) are erected the 
arms of the city :—Here the ſheriffs for the city ſtand to 
receive the judges of aſſize, and conduct them to the 
common-hall when they come the circuit. 


_ CLIFFORD's TOWER. 


ADJOINING to the caſtle 18 a high mount, thrown up by 
prodigious labour, on which ſtands a tower of ſomewhat 
a round form, called Clifford's Tower. This place, if we 
may believe tradition, has borne that name ever ſince 
York was taken by the Conqueror, when one of the Clif- 
fords was made governor of it. It lay in a ruinous condi- 
tion till the civil wars begun in the time of Charles I. when 
it waz repaired and fortified, and a conſiderable ſquare 
building added to it on that ſide next the, caſtle, on which, 
over the gate, are placed the royal arms and thoſe of the 
Cliffords, in ſtone-work, viz. checque and a eſs, enſigned 
with an carl's coronet, ſupported by two wiverns, with 
this motto, “ Deſormais,” On the top was erected a plat- 
form, on which ſome pieces of cannon were mounted. 
Aſter the ſurrender of the city to the parliament's gene- 
rals, all the garriſons were diſmantled, except this tower, 
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of which Sir Thomas Dickenſon, lord mayor, was made 
governor. It continued in the hands of his ſucceſſors, as 
governors, till the year 1683, when Sir John Rereſby was 
appointed governor of it by Charles II. In 1684, on the 
feſtival of St. George, about ten at night, the magazine 
took fire, blew up, and the tower was made a ſhell of, as 
it ſtands at this day. Whether this was done accidentally 
or on purpoſe is diſputable; it was obſerved that the ofh- 
cers and ſoldiers had removed all their beſt things before; 
and it was a common toaſt in the city to drink to the 
* demolition of the minced pie,” neither was there one man 
killed by the accident. | 

This mount exactly correſponds with one on the weſt 
ſide of the river in Old Baile, and by the extraordinary la- 
bour required in the raiſing, it ſeems to have been effected 
by no leſs than a Roman power, though the Conqueror 
might build the preſent ſtructure, the inſide exhibit- 
ing a regularity very uncommon in a Gothic building. 
Within this tower is a deep well of excellent water, alſo 
2 dungeon ſo dark as not to admit the leaſt ray of light. 


OLD BAILE. 


Ar the ſouth-eaſt corner of the city, within the walls, 
is a place of great antiquity ſo old as to mock any ſearch 
yet made for its original. It 1s called in the moſt ancient 
deeds and hiſtories, “ Vetus Ballium,” or Old Baile, 
which, according to the etymology of the word, appears 
to come from the Norman Baile, a priſon or place of 


ſecurity; or from Baile, an officer who has the juriſdic- 
tion over a priſon. 


Leland, and after him Camden, are poſitive that this i iS 
the platform of a caſtle. Indeed, whoever views it care- 
fully at this day, mult be of the ſame opinion, eſpecially 
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when they are told that the ramparts, when dug into, are 
full of foundation-ſtones. - 

The area of this ruined antiquated caſtle uſed formerly 
to be open for ſports and recreations, but is now incloſed 
and leaſed out by the corporation. The mount was 

planted with trees in 1726, and commands a good pro- 
ſpect of the city and ſurrounding country. 


THE NEW WALK. 


Tris walk is near a mile in length, running along the 
banks of the Qule. It is a fine gravelled terrace, agreeably 
ſhaded with lofty trees. At convenient diſtances are placed 
chairs for the accommodation of the public. The utmoſt 
attention is paid to its order; and it is univerſally allowed 

to be equal to any publie walk in the kingdom. About 
the centre ſtood a beautiful ſtone bridge over the Foſs, 
which (ſince that river was made navigable) has been 
taken down, and the preſent wooden one erected in its 
place. | 


St. MARY's ABBEY, 


A MosT noble and magnificent monaſlery, anciently 
one of the glories of York, was ſituated under the walls 
on the north ſide of the city. It was built in 1089, and 
ſuffered in the general conflagration which burnt down 
the cathedral in 1137. It lay in ruins till 1270, when it 
was begun to be rebuilt by Simon de Warwick, then abbot, 
who laid the firſt ſtone. This was the building whoſe 
noble remains we ſee at this day. 

There is no place about the city which can boaſt of a 

more agrecable ſite : It is on a rifing ground, the aſpect 
: | | fouth- 
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ſouth-weſt, declining every way to the river Ouſe, 
which runs by at the bottom. The ground on which it 
ſtands is almoſt ſquare, and is incloſed on the north and 
eaſt fides with ſtately walls, built with many orderly and 
large towers embattled; on the north with the river Ouſe, 
and on the ſouth with the rampart and walls of the city. 
The whole circumference, by an exact menſuration, is 

1280 yards, or about three quarters of a mile; that is to 
ſay, from Bootham-Bar to St. Marygate tower 194 yards; 
from St. Marygate tower to the welt tower, abutting upon 
the Ouſe, 420 yards; from the weſt tower to the water- 
houſe tower, on the ſouth, 246 yards; from the water- 
houſe tower, by the ramparts of the city to Bootham-Bar, 
420 yards. | 

The abbey-church was 371 fect in length, and 60 in 
breadth. 

In the abbey-wall were only two principal gates; the 
one on the eaſt ſide, opening into Bootham, near the gate 
of the city; the other on the north fide, which was the 
main entrance into the abbey, opens into St. Marygate, a 
little below the church of St. Olave. 

At the north-eaſt corner of the walls is a tower called 
St. Mary's Tower, i in which all the records, taken out of - 
the religious houſes at their diſſolutions, on the north 
ſide of the Trent, were depoſited under the care of the 
lord preſident. Mr. Dodſworth had but juſt finiſhed his 
laborious tranſcripts of theſe valuable remains, when the 
tower was blown up in the ſiege of York in 1644, and 
moſt of the original records were deſtroyed. 
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THE LUNATIC ASYLUM 


IS ſituated without Bootham-Bar, on the north-eaſt 
ſide, and is a handſome ſtructure; extending in length 
132 feet, in depth 52, and in height conſiſting of three 
ſtories. Of theſe the loweſt is a ruſtic, from which ſour 
engaged columns are carried up to the general entablature, 
and ſuſtain a pediment 1n the centre of the front, which 
| has a ſouth-weſt aſpect. The ends of the front are fi- 
niſhed as pavilions, and have a projection equal to that of 
the engaged central columns already mentioned. Over 
the centre of the building riſes an elegant cylindrical 
bell-tower, ſurrounded with engaged columns, and finiſhed 
with a ſmall cupola and vane. The internal plan is ſim- 
ple and convenient, conſiſting only of a corradore, extend» 
ing from end to end of the building, and has on each 
ſide of it, on the two upper floors, rooms very commo- 
diouſly and ſecurely finiſhed for the reception of lunatics; 
and on the lower floor, beſide ſimilar rooms, is a com- 
mittee-room, and apartments for the phyſician and apo- 
thecary. Behind the whole, in a ſeparate building, are 
the kitchen, waſh-houſe, and other convenient offices; 
above which are apartments for 20 patients more. 

Tne York Lunatic Aſylum was eſtabliſhed in the year 
1777, by general ſubſcription; and had for its general 
object the cure and relief of ſuch infane perſons as were 
in low and narrow circumſtances. How well it has an- 
ſwered the intended purpoſe, is ſufhciently known in the 
extenſive county in which it ſtands. Being an eſtabliſh- 
ment without a permanent fund for its ſupport, the pa- 
tients. or their friends, pay a weekly ſum ſuitable to their 
abilities; by which means the indigent are relieved at t the 
expence of the affluent, | 

In this Aſylum the patients: are treated with all the ten- 
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derneſs and indulgence that is compatible with a ſteady 
and effectual government, and the ſervants are enjoined 
never to uſe unneceſſary ſeverity. The ſtricteſt economy 
is obſerved in the management of the family; and the 
utmoſt attention is paid to decency and cleanlineſs. 

At the firſt opening of the Aſylum there was no diſtine- 
tion of patients; and all paid eight ſhillings per week for 
their board and medicines : But, after a few years, it 
was found that this ſum was not well proportioned; as, 
under this regulation, thoſe who were in eaſy circum- 
ſtances paid too little; and 'thoſe who were very poor, 
and had no pariſh relief, paid too much. It was there- 
fore ordered, for the more extenfive benefit of the public, 


that a few perſons of better condition ſhould be admitted, 


on paying a weekly ſum, proportioned to their circum- 
ſtances : At the ſame time it was ordered, that the over- 
flowings of zheir weekly payments ſhould be applied in 
aid of thoſe perſons who were in narrow circumſtances, 


and paid for themſelves. Under this charitable regula- 


tion the Aſylum continued for the ſpace of one year, and 
the ſucceſs proved the wiſdom of the meaſure : But it be- 
ing repreſented by Dr. Hunter, the preſent phyſician, that 
he was likely to be materially injured by this regulation, 
however advantageous to the Aſylum, as it obliged him to 
attend, gratis, thoſe very perſons who would otherwiſe 
have been his own private patients, it was ordered, 
c“ That the phyſician ſhould be allowed to take reaſona- 
ble fees from ſuch affluent patients.” With this altera- 
tion the Charity has flouriſhed for ſome years ; ; and, un- 
leſs-diſturbed, may continue to flouriſh to the advantage 


of many perſons in low circumſtances, as well as to the 


comfort and ſatisfaction of a few ſufferers in eaſy cir- 
cumſtances,—who otherwiſe muſt have been driven into 
private madhouſes, where their fortunes and health 
E 4 --:..- would 
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would have been at the mercy of thoſe who have little or 
no feeling for the mileries of others. 

At this preſent time the Aſylum contains 72 patients : 
Theſe the Governors have formed into three diviſions. 


The Firft Diviſion (in number 20, and never to exceed 25) 
conſiſts of ſuch patients as are of a better condition, and who pay 
a conſiderable weekly ſum for their board and medicines ; the ſur- 
plus of which (about one hundred pounds per ann.) is employed 
in leflening the payments of thoſe who are in low circumſtances, 
and have no pariſh relief. 

The Second Diviſion (in number 34) conſiſts of thoſe. patients 
who pay eight ſhillings per week for then board aud medicines : 
A ſum which, from experience, is found equa! te the expence 
incurred by patients in general. In this Givilion the Governors 
have ncluded the pariſh paupers ; indging it unreaſonable that the 
opulent inhabitants of a pariſh ould ſhare with the neceilitous 
objects of the third diviſion any part of the ſavings ariſing from 
the enlarged payments of the few patients in eaſy circumſtances.” 

Ihe Third Div;ſion (in number 18) conſiſts of patients in low 
circumſtances, who pay for their own board, and have no aſſiſt- 
ance from their pariſhes, They fland thus: Eiglit at fix ſhillings ; 
three at five ſhillings ; and ſeven at four ſhillings per week. Theſe 

re all objects of pitiable diſtreis. On this divifion of diſtreſſed 
Individuals, the Governors, as already obſerved, beſtow the over- 
flowings of the fir lt diviſion, together with the intereſt of 75ol. 
given by Lady Gower, Mrs. Bourchier, and Mrs, Bouverie, ** for 
te the relief of the molt neceſſitous objects, at the diſcretion of the 
Governors.“ In this manner the indigent lunatic is furniſhed 
with part of his ſubſiſtence from the ſtores of a fellow-ſulferer' 
whom Providence has placed in more abundant circumſtances, 
Without thoſe aids the poor objects of this diviſion could not ſub- 
fiſt in the Aſylum; it being well known, that no bart of the ſab— 
ſcribed money has ever been employed 1 in the maintenance of the 
patients. On the contrary, the patients themſelves, by we: kly 
payments, (according to the original plan of the charity) have 
hitherto defrayed all the expences of the houſehold, together with 
the ſalary of the apothecary, and the wages of the ſervants; 


amounting in the laſt year to the ſur of bod 
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With a view to render the diſtreſſes of the third divi- 
ſion, or lower claſs of patients, more ſupportable, the 
Governors, with becoming humanity, eſtabliſhed in the 
year 1784 a fund, to which they gave the name of 
« Lady Gower's Reduction Fund.” | 

The preſent eſtate of the Aſylum is about 2000l. capi- 
tal ſtock in the three per cents; the intereſt of which is 
employed in the repairs of the fabric, and in the purchaſe 


of furniture; which, in an eſtabliſhment of this kind, is 


attended with a conſiderable annual expence. This fund, 
however, is daily increaſing by donations and legacies. 
An inſtitution, ſo charitably conſtructed, is juſtly enti- 
tled to the approbation of mankind; and the guardians 
of it have always had a peculiar pleaſure in acknowledg- 
ing that approbation, made ſtill more valuable by the li- 
berality of the humane and charitable, whoſe reſpectable 
names are recorded on the walls of the Committee-room. 
The acceſs to this charity is eaſy, the rules being ſimple 
in their form, and few in number; they are as follow: 


RESOLVED, That this Charity ſhall be named the“ YoRK LUNA« 
TIC ASYLUM,” and be conſidered as a general eſtabliſhment 
for the reception of all perſons Jabouring under an unſound 


mind, whether curable or not. 
ORDERED, That all the patients in the houſe, and meh as may 
hereafter be received, ſhall be claſſed by the wy; fors Fg 


to their Weiden circumſtances. 


CLAS I, Lady Gower's fund, fix n per week and under. 
— 2, Eight ſhillings. | 
— 3. Ten ſhillings. 
— 4. Twelve ſhillings. 
— 5. Fourteen ſhillings, 
— 6, Sixteen ſhillings, - 
— 7, Eighteen ſhillings. 
— 8, Twenty ſhillings and upwards, 
N. B. The above payments diſcharge lodging, board, coal, ns 


ta, waſhing 2, medicines, we medical attendance. 
| a OzDERED, 
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ORDERED, That a ſeparate table be kept for ſuch patients as are 
rated above eight ſhillings per week ; with the privilege of being 
admitted without certificates. 

RESOLVED, That patients of the higher claſſes may be waited on 
by their own ſervants, paying ſix ſhillings per weck for their 
board and waſhing. 

RESsOLVED, That women with child, labouring under an unſound 

mind, ſha/l be received, upon ſecurity being given that the child 
ſhall not become burthenſome to the pariſh 1 in which the Aſy- 
lum ſtands. 

ORDERED, That in cafes of ſudden Junacy, patients will be re- 
ceived into the houle without previous notice, if preſented be- 
fore ſun-ſet : But, in all other caſes, it is expected that notice 
be ſent to the Apothecary at the Aſylum a few days before the 
arrival of the patient, that every thing may be properly pre- 
pared for his or her reception. | 

RESOLVED, That Lunatics, coming recommended as pariſh poor, 
ſhall be placed in the ſecond claſs, except upon extraordinary 
occaſions; it being the intention of this inſtitution to give the 
greateſt relief to ſuch perſons as are in low and narrow circum - 
ſtances, and who are not ſupported by their reſpective pariſhes, 

RESOLVED, That it would be convenient to the public, as well as 
advantageous to the Aſylum, if patients In eaſy circumſtances 
were admitted. 

ORDERED, That patients of the aboye deſcription (not to exceed 
25) ſhall in fature be admitted, on their paying a ſuitable pen- 
fion to the Aſy lum; but it is underſtood that the attending 
phyſician ſhall receive from the friends of ſuch patients, the 
reaſonable emoluments of his profeſſion. | 

ORDERED, That the phyſician ſhall attend, gratis, the pariſh poor, 
and all patients whoſe weekly payments do not exceed eight 

_ ſhillings. 

ORDERED, That the 1 ariſing from the enlarged payments of 
the patients of better condition, ſhall be beſtowed upon thoſe pa- 
tients who are in low circumſtances, and pay for their own board; 
but pariſhes ſhall not be entitled to any part of theſe ſavings. 

| RESOLVED, That a donation of twenty pounds, or upwards, 

(if given without conditions or reſtrictions) ſhall conſtitute a 

Governor, 
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Governor, with the privilege of recommending as many pa- 
tients as he may think proper. 

ORDERED, That the private ſervants of patients admitted into the 
Aſylum, ſhall bring with them certificates of their ſettlement. 


STATE OF THE ASYLUM. 


On the farft day of January, 1777, the houſe was opened for 
the reception of patients, ſince waich time, to the 8th day of Au- 
guſt, 1795, 983 inſane perſons have been admitted. 


Admitted fince the heginning | — —— 983 
Cured — — — 484 
Relieved — — — 23 ˙ 
Incurable, and removed by deſire of their friends — 103 
Died | — 8c 
Remain in the houſe, 40 men, and 43 women, among whom 

are 28 very poor perſons at reduced prices, who enjoy the 

benefit of a conſiderable ſum, annually ariſing from the en- $3 

larged payments of a few patients in eaſy circumſtances. 

982 


THE COUNTY HOSPITAL 


Is ſituated out of Monk-Bar, on the north-eaſt fide of 
the city. Its firſt inſtitution was in the year 1740, by 
a legacy of cool. given by the will of Lady Elizabeth 
Haſtings, and ſince raiſed and ſupported by the bene- 
factions or annual contributions of well-diſpoſed perſons. 

It is a ſpacious building, neatly, but not ſuperfluouſſy 
ornamented, and very well adapted to the humane pur- 
poſe for which it was raiſed. It extends a front of 75; 
Feet in length to the ſtreet, and meaſures go feet in depth, 
incloſing a court of 26 feet 4 inches by 35 feet. The 
whole conſiſts of three floors; the firſt of which is ap- 
propriated to the offices neceſſary to the hoſpital ; the ſe- 
cond is divided into two large wards, one for male and 
Tos 5 and 
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the other for female patients, each containing ſeventeen 
beds, and to theſe are annexed bed-rooms for the re- 
ſpective nurſes. The third floor conſiſts of two wards, 
one for men, the other for women, each containing twelve 
beds, and accommodations as before mentioned for the 
nurſes, together with a theatre, lighted from above, for 
the performance of ſurgical operations. Every ward is 
furniſhed with a neceffary-houſe, from which effectual 
care is taken to convey all offenſive ſmell z and indeed, in 
every reſpect, ſo much attention is paid to cleanlineſs, 
that from this ſingle circumſtance it cannot be doubted 
that many patients have derived eſſential benefit. 

This excellent charity is entirely dependent upon the 
benevolence of the public for its maintenance, and the 
government of it is veſted in ſuch perſons as contribute 
to its ſupport. A donation of 20l. or an annual contri- 
bution of 21. conſtitutes a Governor, who is entitled to 
vote in a court, by which all aifairs relative to the houſe 
are regulated, and by whom truitees are choſen, whoſe 
concurrence, in a ſeparate court, is neceſſary to give 
force to many reſolutions of the governors. 

Nothing can better demonſtrate the infinite utility of 
this Hoſpital, than the following ſtate of the patients, 
who have been admitted fince its foundation in 1740. 


Patients a from April 4, 1749, to May 1, 1795. 33259 
Cured | —_— — — 24588 
Relieved — c —— 5887 
Incurable — — — 1434 
Diſcharged for irregularity, de. | — 384 
Died — —— — gz 851 
Now under currtrtr— —nx ĩZũ6⁵P— 115 
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THE RACE COURSE 


iS ſituated about a mile from York, on a large plain 
called Knaveſmire: It is a dead flat, and in many places 
very moiſt, yet by building arches and draining, where it 
was proper, it is made as convenient for this diverſion 
as is requiſite. The form of the race courſe is that of a 
horſe-ſhoe, the company in the middle and on the ſcaſ- 
folds never lofing fight of t he horſes; for which rea- 
ſons it has acquired the reputation of being one of the 
beſt horſe-courſes in England. The whole has of late 
been much improved by widening and levelling where 
neceſſary. | 
In the year 1753 the ſpirit of horſe-racing had per- 
vaded every part of this country, and the reſort of the 
nobility and gentry to York during the races, was at that 
time ſo conſiderable, that a ſubſcription was opened by 
them for ereCting a Grand Stand on Knaveſmire, for the 
purpoſe of conveniently ſeeing the horſes run. A conſi- 
derable ſum of money being raifed, a building proper 
for the purpoſe was accordingly defigned and erected by 
Mr. Carr, the architect, and was completed in the year 
1754. On the ground floor are convenient offices and 
rooms for the entertainment of company; above, on 
the ſecond floor, 1s a large room for the company to 
meet in, which is ſurrounded by a projecting miranda 
(with a balluſtrade before it) upwards of 200 feet in length, 
ſupported by a ruſticated arcade 15 feet high above ground, 
from which miranda the company can command a proſpect 
of the whole race-ground. The goal is a ſtone rotunda, 
| erected near the ſtand, for the convenience of the triers, 
or perſons appointed to obſerve and decide in what order 
the horſes paſs it. £005 


ARCH- 


66 THE YORK GUIDE. 


ARCHRBISHOP's PALACE ar BISHOP- 
THORPE. 


AT a pleaſant village, nearly three miles from Vork, is 
a magnificent palace, built for the reſidence of the arch- 
biſhop of this province. 1 5 
It was built by Walter Gray, archbiſhop, but the houſe 
has undergone ſeveral reparations by ſucceeding arch- 
biſhops. The gardens, contiguous to the palace, were al- 
moſt wholly laid out at the charge of archbiſhop Sharp; 
and the houſe received great alterations in the hall, dining- 
rooms, &c. at the expence of the late archbiſhop Dawes. 
Archbiſhop Gilbert altered the windows in the large 
dining-room, laid the floor in the hall with Roche Abbey 
ſtone and black marble ; repaired the ſtair-caſe in the 
Hall, and ornamented the walls and ceiling, likewiſe the 
old drawing- room above ſtairs, —now the library of the 
preſent archbiſhop, Dr. Markham. Archbiſhop Drum- 
mond (Dr. Markham's predeceſſor) made the moſt con- 
ſiderable improvements: he built the ſtables, coach-houſes, 
brew-houſe, &c. in the year 1763, and in the autumn of 
the ſame year were laid the foundations of the gateway 
and porter's lodge, which were finiſhed in Septem- 
ber, 1765. In 1766, the addition to the palace was 
begun, conſiſting of a hall for ſervants, butler's pantry, 
large drawing-room, veſtibule, and audience-room; 
the drawing- room and veſtibule are finiſhed with great 
talle in the Gothic or rather Norman architecture. 
Theſe rooms, with the elegant front and portico, were 
finiſhed in the year 1769. In the drawing- room is a well- 
ſiniſhed chimney- piece of Statuary and Sienna marble; 
and in 1769 was fixed, in the beſt dining-room, the 
grand Doric columned chimney-piece of veined marble, 
with the ornaments above it. Many alterations were 
made 
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made about this period in the lodging- rooms: The kit- 
chen- garden, pleaſure-ground, &c. were completed in 
the year 1767. Dr. Drummond alfo beautified the chapel, 
by adding windows of ſtained glaſs, the workmanthip 
of the late Mr. Peckitt, of York. 


 Havins fulfilled our deſign in deſcribing ſuch objects 
as are more particularly deſerving the attention of the 
curious, it may not be improper to add, that this city is 
in no degree inferior to any in the kingdom, in reſpect to 
ſuch conveniences as are neceſlary in every town. 

The market-places, of which there are two, (the Pave- 
ment and Thurſday-market) are ſpacious, and in every 
reſpe&t convenient. In the Pavement is kept a daily 
market for vegetables, &c. The croſs is a ſquare with 
a dome, aſcended into by winding ſtairs, and ſupported by 
twelve pillars of the Ionic order. It was erected in 1672, 
by Marmaduke Rawdon, a merchant in London, but a 
native of York. The other is uſed on the Saturday as 
a ſhambles, to which the country butchers have free re- 
ſort. On the weſt {ide of the market-place ſtands a croſs, 
built in 1705, for the ſhelter of the market-people in bad 
weather; it is a plain but elegant ſtructure. 

In charitable inſtitutions the city of Vork is in no part 
excelled; a particular attention being paid to the infant 
poor. There are two charity-{chools, in one of which 75 
boys, in the other 40 girls, are educated, clothed, and af- 
terwards apprenticed: A confiderable number of Sunday- 
ſchools have been likewiſe ſet on foot on the moſt lau- 
dable principles, and are ſtriking characteriſtics of the 


diſpoſition of the inhabitants. 
York 
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York has not only to boaſt of the above excellent 
charities, but likewiſe a Diſpenſary, for adminiſtering re- 
lief to the diſeaſed poor. In the month of March, 1788, 
the Gentlemen of the Faculty, reſident in York, came to 
the reſolution of eſtabliſhing a public Diſpenfary in that 
city. 'They the mere willingly engaged in the under- 
taking, from a ſull conviction that they ſhould receive 
the ſupport of many charitable and well-diſpoſed perſons 
in the proſecution of ſo laudable a defign. Their views 
and expectations have not been fruſtrated; and it is with 
peculiar ſatisfaction that we can fay, that 6560 difeaſed 
poor have been relieved by their bounty, as will appear 
from the following general report from March 28, 1788, 
to March 28, 1795; of which number a great many have 
been viſited at their own houſes, and ſupplied with food 
as well as medicine, 


PaT1IxNTs admitted — m — — 6560 
diſcharged cured 7" —— 4325 
w—— lv: and time expired — 1333 
— 7 — incurable _ — 12 
— —v—y— — for irregularity | — 48 
— as an improper object — 1 
— died — — 236 
—— remaining under cure — — 105 

6560 


This charity 1s chiefly ſupported by the annual contri- 
butions of the wealthy part of the inhabitants there 
being as yet only 250l. ſubſcribed as a fund for its ſupport. 


The city is in circumference two miles and almoſt 
three quarters: It is ſurrounded with walls, which are 
made commodious for walking on, having an agreeable 
proipect of both town and country. 

Four principal gates, or. bars, and five poſterns com- 

| poſe 
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poſe the entrances into the city, viz. Micklegate-Bar to 
the ſouth-weil, which is a truly noble entrance, and ſtill 
bears the marks of that antiquity which few in the king- 
dom can boaſt of; it is adorned with loſty turrets, and 
| handſomely embattled; over the arch hangs a large ſhield 
with the arms of France painted and gilt; on each fide 
are two leſſer with the arms of the city on them. The 
age of the preſent ſtructure cannot be aſcertained; but 
it is obſervable that the Heure de lis in the royal arms are 
not confined to the number three, which puts it out of 
doubt that they were placed there before the time of 
Henry V. as he was the firſt who gave that peculiar 
number to the bearing :—Bootham-Bar to the north-weſt; 
the ſtructure of this port is very ancient, being almoſt 
wholly built of grit, but wants that ſymmetry ſo very 
conſpicuous in the arch in Micklegate-Bar :—Monk-Bar 
to the north-calt, and Walmgate-Bar to the fouth-cail, 
are built in the ſame manner as the others; towards the 
foundations are ſome large blocks of grit, but the arches, 
&c. are modern. The poſterns are North-{treet, Skelder- 
gate, Caſtlegate, Fiſhergate, and Layerthorpe; which, 
with the bars, encircle the whole city. 
The following is a liſt of the churches in York: —— 


All Saints, Pavement, St. Martin's, Micklegate, 
All Saints, North/ireet, Biſhophil! che Elder, 

St. Crux, | Biſhophill the Younger, 
Se; Cuthbert's, + St. Maurice, 

St. Dennis, St. Margaret's, 

St. Helen's, St. Olave's, 

St. John's, St. Saviour's, 

St. Laurence, St. Sampſon's, 

St. Martin's, Coneyſtreet, Chriſt Church, 

St. Michael-le-Belfrey, Trinity, Goodrampnte, 


St. Mary's, Caſilegate, 


Trinity, Micklegate, 
St. Michael's, Spurriergoate, 


I 
If 
£ 
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The only churches which can boaſt any thing worth 
the attention of the curious, are St. Mary's, Caltlegate, 
remarkable for the beauty of its ſpire; St. Margaret's, 
Walmgate, which has a moſt extraordinary porch or en— 
trance, cunouſly adorned with all the fgns of the Zodiac 
All 


al. 
moſt wholly out of the ruins of Eboracum; the tower 


and other hieroglyphics; and laſtly, the church of 
Saints, Pavement, the north fide of which was built 


or itceple is an exquiſite piece of Gothic architecture; 
the top is finiſhed lantern-wiſe. Tradition aſſures us, 
that anciently a large lamp hung in it, which was hghted 
in the night-time, as a mark for travellers to aim at in 
their paſſage over the immenſe foreſt of Galtres to Vork. 
The pulley is ſtill ſhewn in the ſteeple, on which it is 
ſaid to have hung. 

Population, Sc. —“ In order to find the number of inha- 
bitants in any place, where, either from its bulk, or other 
reaſons, a numerical ſurvey cannot be obtained, two me- 
thods may be made uſe of. The firſt is, multiplying the 
number of houſes by the medium of inhabitants in each. 
The ſecond is, one recommended by Monf. Mohean, in a 
work, entitled“ Recherches et Confiderations fur la Papulu— 
tion de la France.” He found, by very laborious calcuia- 
tions, that the number of inhabitants may be known by the 
births, the latter being to the former as nearly 1 to 27. 

&« By an account given in to the Houſe of Commons in 
March, 1781, the number of houſes in Vork ſubject to the 
new houſe-tax was 2285: It to theſe be added ſuch as are 
too ſmall to come under the tax, which may probably 
amount to one-third more, the total of the houſes in York 
will be about 3000. This number multiplied by 4, which 
is nearly the medium of people in a houſe, gives 1275 
for the number of inhabitants. 

« By the ſecond rule we have 12,798 for the number of 
inhabitants, which 1s the reſult of 474, the average of 

annual 
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annual births, multiplied by 27. The remarkable coin- 
cidence of theſe methods of calculation makes it very pro- 
bable, that if. we eſtimate the number of inhabitants at 
12,800, we ſhall not be very ſar from the truth*®.” 
Inprovements,—TFhe city of Vork has been much im- 
proved within a few years palt. The ſtreets have been 
videned in many places, by taking down a number of 
old houſes built in ſuch a manner as almoſt to meet in 
the upper ſtories, by which the ſun and air were nearly 


luded in the ſtreets and lower apartments. They have 


XC 
ith been new paved, additional drains made, and by the 
preſent method of conducting the rain from the houſes, 
are become much drier and cleaner than before. The 
corporation intend to apply for an act of parliament to 
empower them to widen the pallage over Ouſe-bridge, it 
being rendered diflicult by the great concourte of people 
continually paſſing. The erection of the locks, about 
four miles below the city, has been a great advantage to 
it; for, before this, the river was frequently very low, 
leaving quantities of fludge and dirt in the very heart of 
the city, alſo the filth and mud of the common ſewers, 
ae it was unable to waſh away. The lock has effec- 
ually prevented this for the future, by the river being 
. always high, broad, and ſpacious. In 1793, a ſub- 
icription of 25000l. was raiſed for rendering the Foſs na- 
vigavle: This river had, for many years, been a nuiſance 
to the city; but by this undertaking, it is not only made 
ferviceable to the country through which it runs, but 
contributes to the falubrity as well as beauty of York. 


F 2 In 


So ſays the late Dr. White, in his “ Eſtimate of the Population of 
York ;” yet we ſhould doubt the propriety of calculating by either of 
_ theſe methode, when we are certain that, in inclement ſeaſons for ſome 
years paſt, upwards of 6220 individuals have received relicf from public 
ſubſcriptions, &. for which, much to its konour, this city always ſtands 
moſt forward. | 
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In the above improvements, in others that are intended 
to take place, in the care and expence neceilary to keep 
in proper repair the public walks about the city, the ma- 
giſtrates have exerted much ſpirit, and have added to the 
health aswell as conſulted the convenience of the inhabitants. 

LED of the City.—York is goveined by a lord- 
mayor, a recorder, two city counſel, twelve ildermen, two 
ih-rifts, twenty-four aſſiſtante, ſeventy-two cormon-coun- 
cilmen, and fix chambcrlains. 

The Lord-Mayer is choſen annually from the number 
of aldermen, who are not impeded by age or {ickneſs, or 
who have not been twice mayor, or borne that office 
within fix years, and are thought to be every way quali- 
fied to undertake the duty. The Oilice Sealer antun 
on the 3d of February. The mayor of York iTunes the 

2 
nour was beitowed on him by Richard II. It is a place 
ci great truſt and honour; and, if uſed to its full extent 


title of /ord in all writing or ſpeaking to Hic; this ho- 


he is very near an abſolute governor within his diſtrick. 
Perſons of what quality ſocver, living or reſiding within 
the liberties, muſt obey his mandate or ſummons on any 
complaint exhibited againſt them. The judge of aſſize 
lits on his right-hand in the courts of juſtice, himſelf 


8 1 Ding the * 


keeping the chair; neither does. he drop the enſigns of 
3118 1 1 971 ty to any but the king himſelf, or the preſump- 
tive heir to the'e rown. At the ſeſſions of peace he is ſu- 
preme, being always a juſtice of the peace and one of the 
quorum. In council he has a caſting voice; and in full fc- 
nate no law nor act can be made without his concurrence. 
The Recorder is, by virtue of his office, a juſtice of the 
peace and of the quorum. He fits at the lord-mayor's 
right hand as an aflitant to him and the bench. He is 
choſen by the wnole corporation, but muſt be approved 
ol by his majeſty before he can enter on his office. Be- 
ſides 
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ſides the recorder, there are two other counſel aſſigned the 
tord-mayor, called the City Cornſel, who are alſo, in virtue 
of their offices, juſtices of the peace and of the quorum. 
The Aldermen are choſen from the more reſpectable 
claſs of citizens, and that election is generally confined 
to thoſe who have fined for, or ſerved the office of ſheriff: 
the fine for exemption from this office is generally 200. z 
but when a citizen is choſen alderman, and refuſes to 
ſtand, he is uſually fined at the diſcretion of the court. 
The Sheriffs are choſen annually on the 21ſt of Septem- 
ber. They have a double function, miniſterial and judi- 
cial. By thi firſt they execute all proceſſes and precepts 
of the courts of law, and make returns of the fame; and 
by the next they have hacks to hold ſeveral courts of 
a diſtinct nature. They collect all public profits, cuſtoms, 
and taxes of the city and county of the ſame. They have 
the charge of all priſoners for debt or miſdemeanors. 
They view and inſpect all weights, meaſures, &c. viſit the 


markets, ride the fairs, and arc anfw era wle to the king's 


exchequer for all iſſucs and proſits arifing from the ble. 

Beſide theſe are a number of citizens, who, having paſſed 
the office of ſheriff, become part of the privy-council, and, 
with the lord-mayor, aldermen, and ſheriffs, compoſe the 
Upper Houſe. They are called the Twenty-four, though 
they may be more or leſs than that number. 

The laſt, though not leaſt in authority, are a body of men 
drawn from the junior or middling claſs of citizens, in 
number 72, and called the Common Council of the city. 
They are choſen out of the four wards, viz. Micklegate 
Ward, Bootham Ward, Monk Ward, and Walmgate Ward. 
They are eightcen in each ward, whoſe ſenior preſides in 
his own, but have a foreman or ſpeaker for the whole, 
who is elected annually. They repreſent the whole com- 
monalty of the city; and are at all times to be attending 


upon 
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upon the lord-mayor and aldermen, when ſuramoned, to 
adviſe and conſult the public weal and good of the city. 

The Chamberlains were formerly twelve, ten, or eight 
in number; but for ſeveral years paſt their number has 
been no more than fix. The principal, or lord-mayor's 
chamberlain, receives from the city's ſteward the rents 
collected by him, and all other ebe ede from 
fines, enfranchiſements, charitable bequeſts, &c.; of all 
theſe he keeps an exact account, and has an order 
or draught ſigned by the lord-mayor for each diiburie- 
ment. The other hve have little more to do than to pay 
their money, and contribute to the expence of the treat, — 
Perhaps it would add to the well-earned reputation which 
the preſent members of the corporation have acquired, if 
this oſſice were wholly aboliſhed. | | 

The Town-clerk is elected in the ſame manner as the 
recorder, and mult, like him, have the approbation of the 
king before he enters on his office, which is of the greateſt 
truſt, as well as profit, in the gift of the corporation. 

Members of: Parliament. — The members for the city are 
Sir William Mordaunt Milner, Bart. and Richard Slater 
 Milnes, ua Sb the county, William Wilberforce and 
Henry Duncombe, Eſqrs. 

The Furtfbire Tontine—Flvis ſociety was eſtabliſhed in 
York in the year 1790. The inhabitants of the city and 
county, and various other parts of the kingdom, being 
perſuaded of the benefit and utility of raifing, by weekly 
Contributions, a capital, to accumulate for the term of 
ſeven years, and afterwards to be divided in due propor- 
tion, did, in conſequence of ſundry advertiſements pub- 
lithed in the York and other newſpapers during the pre- 
ceding hali-year, become. contributors to a capital to be 
raiſed and applied accordingly, under the title of © THE 
YORKSHIRE TON'TINE.” In the, month of October, 1790, 
the time limited for entering the names of contributors, 

It 
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it appeared that upwards of 46500 ſhares were ſubſcribed 
for. This is a certain indication that the plan was gene- 
rally well reccived; and at the expiration of the term, it 
will doubtleſs be of infinite ſervice to immenſe numbers 
of people, particularly thoſe in the inferior claſſes of ſo- 
cicty, for whoſc n Tontines of this deſcription 
ſcem chieily calculated. 

Fairs. There are a great many fairs kept yearly in York 
and the ſuburbs, to the great benefit, not only of the citi- 
Zens, but of the county in general. Three fairs are held 
without Bootham-Bar, within the ſuburbs, on the north 
ſide of the city, on a plot of ground called the Horſe-fair, 
for all forts of cattle, viz. on Whitſun-Monday, Old St. 
Peter's day, and Old Lammas day. At the latter fair, 
from thrce o'clock on the 11th of Auguſt, to the ſame 
hour on the 13th, the ſherils? authority of arreſting any 
perſon within the city and ſuburbs is ſuſpended, the arch- 
biſhop's bailiff or ſubſtitute having the only power of 
executing any judicial proceſs at that time. 

Paliiſiun . always held on Thurſday before 
Palm-ſunday, in the ſtreets of Walmgate, Foſsgate, Col- 
liergate, and Pavement, for all ſorts of cattle. 

All-Soruls Pair—Is held in the above ſtreets on the 13th 
of November yearly, for cattle. 

Martinmas Fair. This fair is always kept in the ſtreets 
aforeſaid, on the 22d of November annually. In the 
Pavement are held the ſtatutes for hiring ſervants, of whom 
there 13 always great plenty. 

Candlemas Hains held as above, on the Thurſday and 
Friday before Old Candlemas day, for all ſorts of cattle. 

St. Lukes Fair—Is held in Micklegate on Old St. Luke's 
day, for all forts of {mall wares. It is commonly called 
Diſh Fair, from the quantity of diſhes, &c. brought to it, 

Beſide theſe, are two fairs for horſes held on Monday in 
che Augult race-week, and Monday | in the firſt whole week 

before 
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before Chriſtmas. There are, likewiſe, fairs held every 
other Thurſday for horned cattle, &c. 

Line Fairs. Saturday before Old Candlemas-day; Sa- 
turday before Old Lady-day; Whitſun-Monday; Old 
St. Peter's day; Old Lammas-day; Saturday before Old 
Michaelmas; Saturday before Old Martinmas, and Satur- 
day before Chriſtmas-day. 

Banks.—Crompton, Gray, and Eaton, in Newſtreet ;— 
Garforth, Raper, Swann, Clough, and Swann, in Spur— 
riergate ;—and Wilſon, Smith, e Tweedy, and 
Oldſield, in High-Ouſegate. | 

Principal Inns.— The Black-Swan, in Coneyſtreet, kept 
by Mr. Ambroſe Batty ; the George, in Coneyſtreet, by 
Mr. William Winn; Ringroſe's Inn (late Bluitt's), in 
Blakeſtreet, by Mr. John Ringroſe; and the York Ta- 
2 by Mr. Francis Pulleyn. 

Principal Inns for Travellers. —The Black Bull, in 
Thurſday-market, kept by Mr. John Bickers; the Ele- 
plant and Caſtle, in Skeldergate, by Mrs. Tamar Winſor 
the Falcon, in Micklegate, by Mr. George Smithſon ; 
the George and Dragon, the bottom of Pavement, by Mr. 
Francis Elgin; the Golden Lion, in Thurſday-Market, by 
Mr. John Sellers; the Old Sand-hill, in Colliergate, by Mrs. 
Tabitha Cawood; the Red Lion, near Monk-Bar, by 
Mrs. Hannah Pearſon; Robin Hood, in Caſtlegate, by Mr. 
William Cartwright; Star-Inn, in Stonegate, by Mrs. 
Mary Flower; the White Horſe, in Coppergate, by Mrs. 
Elizabeth Roſcoa; the White Swan, in Pavement, by 
Mr. Jahn Hardcaſtle; the White Swan and Sand-hill, in 
Petergate, by Mrs. Ann Watſon, &c. 

I eekly Newſpapers.--Monday,the York Courant, publiſhed 
by Mr. George Peacock, in Coneyſtreet; Thurſday, the 
York Chronicle, by Mr. William Blanchard, in Copper- 
gate; and on Saturday, the York Herald, by Mr. Joſeph 
Mawman, f in High-Ouſegate. 
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TIMES OF THE SEVERAT POSTS COMING TO, AND GOING 
FROM THE CITY OF YORK. 
Times of Comiig iu. 

Lv day—From London, and all parts ſouth of Vork, about 
twelve 0 Clock at night. N. B. No letters are received from 
London on Tuesday, but letters for all parts on this fide thereof, 
are forwarded as uſual, 

very day—From Wetherby, Leeds, Bradford, Halifax, Rochdale, 
Mancheſter, Liverpool, Skipton, Settle, Kirby-Lonſdale, and 
Kendal, at half paſt ten o'clock at night.—Boroug bridge, Cat- 
terick, Greta Bridge, Brough, Penrith, Carliſle, Annan, Dum- 
fries, &c. the North of Ireland, and all parts of Weſtmoreland 
and Cumberland, at half paſt twelve o'clock at night. 


Z very day—From Fatingwold, Thirtk, Northallerton, Darlington, 
Durham, Newcaſtle, Northumberland, Berwick-npon- Tweed, 
Edinburgh, and all parts north of that city about ten at night. 

Every day—From Pocklington, Market-Weighton, Beverley, Hull, 

Malton, Whitby, and Scarborough, about nine at night. 


Sunday, Tueſday, aud Friday From Helmiley, about ſeven o'clock 
at night, 
Times of going cut. 


very day—-For London, and all parts South. of Vork, at twelve at 


9 91755 


N. B. No letters ſent to London on Friday, but letters 
for all parts on this ſide thereof, are forwarded as uſual. 

E very day For Wetherby, Skipton, Settle, Kirby-Lonſdale, and 
Kendal at half paſt nine on Sundays, Wedneldays, and Fridays; 
the other nights at twelve. —Leeds, Bradiord, Halifax, Rochdale, 
Mancheſter, and Liverpool at twelve. Boroughbridge, Catte- 
rick, Greta-Bridge, Brough, Penrith, Carliſle, Annan, Dumfries, 
Ic. the north of Ireland, and all parts of Weſtmoreland and 
Cumberland every night at nine. 


Every day For Eaſingwold, Thirſk, Northallerton, Darlington, 
Durham, Newcaſtle, Northumberland, Berwick-upon-Tweed, 


Edinburgh, and all parts North of that city, every night after the 


arrival of the mail-coach from London, 

Every day—-For Pocklington, Market- Wetghton, Beverley, Iiull, 
Malton, Whitby, and Scarborough, every night after the arrival 
of the mail- coach from London. 

(3 SuUnde *y 
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Sunday, Tucſday, __ Friday For Helmſley at fix o'clock in the 
morning. 


The Poſt- Office is ſituate next houſe, weſt of the Maniſion-houſe ; 
Mr. Thomas Oldfield is the poſtmaſter. It remains open until halt 
paſt ten every night, when letters for all the above places are re- 
ceived, after which the buſineſs of the office, from the arrival and 
departure of the ſeveral mails, renders it impoſſible to take in or 
deliver letters out before eight in the morning. 


A LIST OF MAIL AND OTHER COACHES. 


London. The Royal Mail Coach—Sets out every night, from the 
York Tavern, at 12 o'clock, to the Bull and Mouth Inn, Bull 
and Mouth-ſtreet. 

Lenden Highflzer Coach. Sets out every morning at 5 o'clock, from 
the York Tavern, arrives at the White Horſe, Fetter-Lane, next 
day to dinner. 

London New Poſt Coach, or Mercury, (late Paul Seit out 
from the Black-Swan, in Coneyſtreet, every morning at 5 
o'clock, and arrives at the Saracen's- Head, Snow-Hill, next 
day to dinner. | 
Newcaflle and Edinburgh Mail—Every night from the York Ta- 
vern, after the arrival of the South Mail. 

Neabcaſtle Light Coach, or Highflyer—Sets out alternately from the 
York Tavern and Black-Swan, every morning at 5 o'clock. 

Hull Mail—From the York Tavern every night after the arrival of 
the South Mail. Hg | 

Hull Coach—Sets out every morning at 6 o'clock from the York 
Tavern, and White Horſe in Coppergate, alternately. | 

Hull Coach. Sets out every afternoon at half paſt one o'clock, from 
the Black-Swan, Coneyſtreet, Sundays excepted. _ 

Leeds, Birmingham, and Sheffield Light Coach—Sets out every morn- 
ing at ſeven o'clock, from the York Tavern and Black-Swan 

_ alternately. | | 

Leeds Coach—Sets out every day at two © "clock from the Black- 
Swan, Coneyſtreet. 

Liverpool Royal Mail Coach. Sets out Teh the York Tavern i imme- 


diately after the South Mail. 
Scarborough 
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Scarborough and Whitby Mail Coach. Sets out 4 times a week to Scar- 
borough and 3 to Whitby, after the departure of the South Mail, 
from the Black-Swan and York Tavern alternately. 

Scarborough Coach—From the Black-Swan in Coneyſtreet, every 
morning at 11 o'clock, during the Scarborough ſeaſon. 

Harrogate and Knareſbro' Diligencè Sets ont from the White Horſe 
in Coppergate, every Tuelday, Thuriday, and Saturday at fix 
o'clock, during the ſummer ſeaſon, 


RATES OF CHAIRMEN AND COACHMEN, IN THE CITY 
OF YORK, 


As ſettled by Ae of Parliament, 


CHAIRS, 


For every fare from any place within the walls of the city, or 
liberty of St. Peter's, to any place within the ſame; or to or from 
the Caſtle of York, or from any place without any bar or poſtern ta 
any place without the ſame bar or poſtern, within the ſuburbs ; or 
from any place within the walls of the ſaid City or lihercy, to any 
place without any bar or poſtern ; or from any place without any 
bar or poſtern, to any place within the ſaid city or liberty not ex- 
ceeding half a mile, before ten at night—Szxperce. 

The ſame after ten—Oze billing. . 

And if any of the fares from the city or liberty into the ſub. 
urbs, or from the ſuburbs into the city or liberty, or from any 
part of the ſuburbs to any other part of the ſuburbs, ſhall exceed 
half a mile, before ten One jbilling, 

The ſame after ten One ſlilling and fixpence. 

For waiting and carrying (including the fare) for the firſt hour 
before ten One ſhilling, . 

And for every hour after, before ten Sixpence. 

And for the firſt hour after ten One ſhilling and ſixpen-e. 

And for every hour after One billing. 

The chairmen may be obliged to ſtop as often as the perſon 
carried ſhall require, ſo as they are not detained above ten minutes 
in a Gxpenny, and twenty minutes in a twelvepenny fare. 


COACHES, 
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COACHES, 


The fare of every coach or chaiſe from any part of the city, 


ſuburbs, or liberty, to any part of the ſame, before ten at 
night—Oze filling, 


For the like after ten—One billing and fixepence. 

For the firſt hour waiting before ten One billing and ſixpence. 
For every hour after, till ten One ſhilling, 

If called into waiting after ten, for the firſt hour—TwWwo billings, 
For every hour after One billing and fixpence. 


OMITTED BEING INSERTED IN THEIR PROPER PLACES. 


E embly Rooms. — During the winter-ſeaſon are 12 ſubſcription con- 
certs, which uſually commence in November. Subſcription-tickets, 
not transferable, 11. 18. each. 


Nightly tickets to non-ſub- 


ſcribers 3s. each. A concert and a bali on the Wedneſday and 


Friday evenings, in the ſpring aſſize-week, towards a fund to carry 
on future winter-concerts. A ticket at the aſſize-concert 6s. Which 
admits the bearer both nights. There are four benefit-concerts in 
the ſeaſon, viz. for the firit violin, the hautboy-player, the vocal 
performer, and the organiſt, Befides the above, there are concerts 
and bails during the races. All theſe are under the management 
and direction of Mr. Hudſon, the firſt violin performer. In theſe 
rooms, in the winter ſeaſon, there is an aſſembly on Monday nights. 

There is alſo an Aﬀembly-Room without Bootham-Bar, which 
is open the firſt Monday in May, and is continued every Monday 
ana Friday during the ſummer ſeaſon. 

The Theatre- Rizal—Ts open at York on Tueſdays, Thurſdays, 
and Saturdays, from the beginning of February to the middle of 
May, and during the Summer-aflizes and Auguſt race-week. The 
remainder of the year the company performs at Leeds, Wakefield, 


Pontefre&, Doncaſter, and Hull. The prices of tickets are, boxes 38. 


pit 2s. galleries 18. 6d. and 18. except in the public weeks, when 
an advance of 6d. is made on each ticket. 


Medicated Baths. —Theſe baths are ſituated in Stonegate, under 
the direction of Theophilus Davye Garencieres, Eſq. cl 1995, 


| ( . E 
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